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Notes for Ministers


Background

Ethiopia is a landlocked country in the Horn of Africa sharing borders with Eritrea, Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan and South Sudan.  As of 2026, it has around 138 million people, making it the tenth largest in the world and the second largest in Africa. It is thirteen times larger than the whole island of Ireland.

Ethiopia has 80% of the African highlands, and is sometimes referred to as the roof of Africa. This gives Ethiopia an unexpectedly temperate climate and it is capable of having two to three harvests each year.

However, in spite of the great potential for Ethiopia to feed itself, internal division, war and drought conspire to keep many people living in poverty. The Ethiopian famine of 1983-1985, which inspired Live Aid, was a famine caused by both civil war and drought.

More recently (2020-22) the war in Tigray province in the north of Ethiopia again brought huge loss of life and famine conditions to millions. Sadly, this conflict is flaring up again.

At the same time, the evangelical churches in Ethiopia – most notably the Kale Heywet Church (Word of Life Church)[footnoteRef:1] – have seen immense growth. The Kale Heywet Church, established in 1920 by SIM missionaries, today numbers 18 million and is still growing and planting churches. [1:  ekhc.et] 


The Project

Tearfund Ireland has been working with the Terpeza Deveopment Association (TDA)[footnoteRef:2] – which is part of the development wing of the Kale Heywet Church – to improve the livelihood of subsistence farmers.  [2:  tdaeth.org] 


The TDA was birthed out of the famine of 1983-85 and aims to serve the community in the Wolaita district, in southern Ethiopia through all kinds of projects – educational support, emergency food aid, public health initiatives, pasture and forage development, food security and so on.

In our modern western world, in which we have become detached from the land, we do not appreciate just how important food security is, but in Bible times this was a pressing issue for people right across the ancient world. Good harvests meant life and prospeity – poor harvests brought misery and even death.

The particular project highlighted in this year’s appeal is an agricultural project based on the need to improve yields by restoring the soil through vermiculture. Around 80% of the population rely on small-scale farming which has been impacted by changing weather patterns and infertile soil.

Ethiopia endured almost 20 years of communist rule in which the soil was degraded severely by poor agricultural practices – such as over ploughing the land, deforestation and applying too many chemicals. In any case the price of chemical fertilisers depends on the price of oil and these have now become unaffordable.

These bad practices of the past now need corrected and the land restored to fertility. 

Various measures have been introduced, such as Conservation Agricluture and now vermiculture – the use of worms to produce compost from organic materials. This has proven so successful that neighbouring farmers have been clamouring for access to these technologies.

The Kale Heywet Church has been at the forefront of this project – planting maize in their church grounds and people passing by have noticed the difference. Word is spreading. In fact vermiculture has been so successful that the government has taken an interest.

Out of this, many opportunites to share the gospel have naturally arisen as church members pass on their know-how and have thus been a blessing to their friends and neighbours.

Church members, who were used to caring for their own members, are now a means of blessing to the whole community through Conservation Agriculture and vermiculture. Worms can lead to mission! Literally reviving soil and soul!

Sermon Ideas

Matthew 5:16, “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” Our good deeds draw attention – like light in the dark – becoming a platform for the presetation of the gospel.

Gal. 2:10 “All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.” These words come at the end of a section in which Paul and Peter are dividing the labour between them in proclaiming the gospel. Clearly they could not divorce this from their obligation to remember the poor.

Matthew 25:34-40 - “The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’” The poor are to be assisted in practical ways. We serve the Lord when we serve the poor and the Lord acknowledges this.

Ex 23:11; Lev 19:10; 23:22 – The Law of Moses enabled the poor to help themselves as far as possible. This gives dignity and worth to the person being helped. Very often people simply need a small amount of help to accomplish a great deal with God’s help.
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