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WDA 26 PowerPoint Notes


SLIDE 1 Introduction to the World Development Appeal
The annual World Development Appeal of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland offers congregations the opportunity to learn more about, and to support work undertaken by our development partners, Christian Aid Ireland and Tearfund/Tearfund Ireland. Proceeds from the Appeal are used to support a variety of development projects around the world. However, each year the Appeal also focuses attention on one particular project.  This gives congregations the opportunity to ‘go deep’ in understanding some of the challenges of sustainable development in a particular location, while also being able to ‘go wide’ in contributing to projects in several parts of the world. 
Around the world, millions of people face obstacles that make it difficult for them to get out of poverty. Christian Aid and Tearfund are working through their partners to help families and communities to generate a sustainable income and build a better future. 

SLIDE 2 Ethiopia
Ethiopia sits in the Horn of Africa, a landlocked country with a rugged landscape, divided by the Great Rift Valley. It is recognized as one of the oldest countries in Africa and is mentioned several times in the Bible.
It is a country affected by a recent history of drought, famine and political instability. 
Tearfund and Tearfund Ireland have been walking alongside church partners in Ethiopia for decades, including in Wolaita, in the southern highlands, where the striking red volcanic soil has been left dry and exhausted by years of unpredictable rainfall.

SLIDE 3 Terepeza Development Association
Tearfund and Tearfund Ireland’s local partner, Terepeza Development Association (TDA) works with local churches to provide training in conservation agriculture and vermiculture, to increase the yield of the soil. TDA works through a Church and Community Transformation Approach, in which the local church identifies the needs of its community and seeks to collaboratively address those needs.

SLIDE 4 Life in Ethiopia
More than 80% of the population of Ethiopia relies on small-scale farming for livelihoods and to feed their families. Erratic weather and infertile soil make daily life a struggle. Farmers like Ayelech have struggled with yellowing maize crops, expensive synthetic fertilisers and small yields of crops that were susceptible to disease. Often, Ayelech wouldn’t have had enough food to feed her and her family.

SLIDE 5 Vermiculture
TDA works, through the church, to support farmers like Ayelech. They provide training in Conservation Agriculture and vermiculture – the use of worms to produce nutrient-dense compost. Supported by a local women’s self-help group, Ayelech doubled her crop yield from 75kg to 150kg and she says that it is not just the volume that has increased, but also the quality. Not only has she been able to feed her family, but the increased yield has enabled her to sell the leftover crops and invest in goats and chickens, as well as buying school supplies for her children. 

SLIDE 6 “Fattening the soil”
Locally, the farmers talk about ‘fattening the soil’ and the vermicompost allows them to do this. As the soil is fattened, families are empowered to break free from the fear of hunger and communities are enabled to build futures where they can flourish.
Your support for the World Development Appeal will enable local partners to reach more families with the tools, training, and hope they need to thrive.

SLIDE 7 Second project
The World Development Appeal will also support a Christian Aid project in Colombia, where violence in the Catatumbo region has forced thousands of people to flee their homes in search of safety. Having lost homes, land and sources of income, many people now struggle to afford food, shelter and other essentials.
The project, working through IELCO (Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia will help provide practical necessities, training and employment opportunities, as well as access to health, legal and emotional support. By promoting peace, inclusion and resilience, this work will benefit both displaced families and the communities welcoming them. 

SLIDE 8 Prayer points
Pray for:
· Terepeza Development Association as they equip local congregations in Ethiopia to empower their communities
· Communities worldwide affected by extreme weather
· Communities affected by violence, such as those in Colombia, where Christian Aid partners, such as IELCO work
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