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Children’s talk - The Humble Worm


[image: ]

Prop Checklist for the Speaker
· A clear jar filled with dry, dusty soil (with a few hidden pumpkin or bean seeds buried inside).
· A jelly worm (or a real earthworm in a small container if you are feeling brave!).
· A watering can filled with water dyed slightly brown (label this 'Vermi Tea: Magic Crop Juice').
· A bright, healthy vegetable (like a big pumpkin, a head of cabbage, or a giant carrot).
Slide 1
[Action: Hold up the clear jar of dry, dusty soil.] Have any of you ever looked at a patch of dry dirt and thought, ‘Wow, that is the most exciting thing I’ve ever seen!’?
Probably not! To us, dry dirt looks quiet, boring, and dead. But guess what? Dirt can be full of surprises! There is way more exciting stuff hidden under the surface than you think.
Slide 2
Today, we are going on a journey to Ethiopia to see how God is doing a ‘new thing’ in the soil, and in people’s lives, using a very unexpected helper!
The Problem: Tired Soil
In the southern highlands of Ethiopia, the ground has beautiful red soil. But lately, the weather has been completely unpredictable. Sometimes the rains fail entirely and the hot sun bakes the ground solid. When the rain does come, it often arrives in downpours that wash the good topsoil away.
Slide 3
Because of this, farmers like Ayelech struggle to grow enough food to feed their families. Her maize crops became yellow and diseased, growing only one small cob on each stalk. To survive, she was forced to spend the little amount of money that her family had to buy food at the market to keep them alive.
God had a plan! He used our church family, Tearfund, and local helpers in Ethiopia called TDA.
Slide 4  The Secret Helper
TDA is working alongside churches and local farmers to introduce a brand-new way to care for God’s creation. They introduce them to some special, wiggly little friends: Red Wiggler Worms.
[Action: Hold up your jelly worm or real worm.]
The farmers build what they call ‘Worm Hotels’. Now, when we think of hotels, we usually think of somewhere like this – Slide 5
But the worm hotels look more like this – Slide 6
Inside these hotels, they shelter the worms and feed them vegetable peelings, fruit scraps and tea leaves, everyday food waste. 
Slide 7
And a little bit like the Very Hungry Caterpillar who ate all the different types of food and got very large. These little red wigglers are also super-eaters, they consume their own weight in food every single day!
As they eat, the worms produce amazing compost (which is essentially worm poop!) that is packed with vital nutrients for the plants. They also create a nutrient-rich liquid fertiliser called ‘Vermi Tea’ to water the crops.
[Action: Hold up your watering can labeled 'Vermi Tea'.]
This 'Vermi Tea' and the worm compost act like a super-powered vitamin shake for the ground, releasing over 17 healthy nutrients back into the earth. The farmers call this ‘fattening up the soil’!
The Miracle Underground: Seeds Wake Up!
But here is the most incredible part of the story. When the farmers added this rich worm compost, something miraculous happened.
Deep down in the dark dirt, there were seeds that had been sleeping for decades – ten, twenty, maybe thirty years! They were too dry and spent to grow. But the moment the healthy worm compost touched them, they woke up.


[Action: Reach into your jar of dry soil and 'pull out' the bright green plant/vegetables.]
Without anyone even planting them, fresh kale and beans suddenly started springing up out of the ground!
Slide 8
This reminds me of a promise God made to his people the Israelites when they had been forced from their homeland, in Isaiah 43:19 he said through the prophet: ‘See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?’
God was promising them: 'Even when things look dry, sad, and impossible, don't worry! I am about to do something amazing and brand new to help you.
Whole Life Transformation
Because of these little worms and the generosity of people in churches like ours, the same thing is happening in Ethiopia and lives are being completely transformed.
Slides 9–10
Ayelech’s maize crops are no longer yellow, they are a vibrant, healthy green. Now, she harvests three or four large cobs on every single stalk instead of just one. Her harvest has doubled!
Women in the villages have formed Self-Help Groups to save money together, support one another and share their farming skills. Local church leaders are giving training and visiting the farms to pray with the families, and the whole community is praising God for how he blesses the land.
Slide 11
Ayelech is so overjoyed that she now tells everyone in her village: ‘Look at my healthy soil! Look at how my life has changed! Let my life show everyone how good God is!’
Conclusion & Prayer
[Action: Hold up the healthy vegetable in one hand and the jelly worm in the other.]
Who knew that God could use a tiny, wiggly worm to show us his mighty love and power? That is exactly how God’s kingdom works – he uses ordinary, small things to do amazing, big things. And he chooses to use us, too.
When we support the World Development Appeal, we can be true friends and teammates to our brothers and sisters in Ethiopia, helping them discover the abundance that God has tucked away under the soil and within their own hearts. We get to be a part of helping new life spring up.


Let us pray.
Dear God, Thank you that you are always doing a new thing. Thank you for the amazing way you designed creation – even down to the tiny, wiggly worms that help grow food! We pray for our friends in Ethiopia. Please bless them with good rainfall for their crops. Help us to be generous and to care for your world and your people everywhere. Amen.
Slide 12
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