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Children’s talk - The Strong Tower
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Lead into the kids’ talk with the song ‘Blessed Be the Name of the Lord’.
Reading - Proverbs 18:10
“The name of the Lord is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.”
YOU WILL NEED: Jenga blocks. Colour five blocks black and ten blocks red.

Hold up a Jenga block.

Have you ever seen a really tall tower?
What was it made of?

Take a few answers.
Do you think it was strong?
What would make a tower a safe place to be?
Maybe it needs to have strong foundations, strong walls and lots of bricks holding everything together.
Well, towers are pretty cool… so I thought we could build one!

Begin building the tower, using only the black blocks. Position them so that removing them will eventually cause the tower to collapse.

Look at our tower! It looks pretty strong, doesn't it?

But what happens if we start taking some of the bricks away?

Begin removing the black blocks.
Oh dear…
Sometimes life can feel a bit like this for people around the world.

Christian Aid Ireland works with people who live in places where it can be very difficult to build a safe and secure life.

For some families, life can be made more difficult by WAR.

Remove a block.
For others, there might not be enough FOOD for everyone.

Remove a block.
Sometimes people don't have enough opportunities to earn money or provide for their families.

Remove a block.
Sometimes BAD WEATHER, like flooding or drought, can destroy homes, crops and ways of making a living.

Remove a block.
And sometimes NATURAL DISASTERS, such as earthquakes, can happen without warning.

Remove the final black block so that the tower collapses.
Oh no! Our tower has fallen!

And sometimes, when lots of difficult things happen at the same time, people can feel as though everything has fallen apart.

But our Bible verse tells us something really important.

It says:
“The name of the Lord is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.”

A fortified tower is a really strong, protected place.

The Bible tells us that God is our strong tower. He is someone we can turn to when life is difficult. We can trust Him, pray to Him and know that He is with us.

But God also asks us to help one another.

That's one of the things Christian Aid does.
Christian Aid Ireland works alongside communities around the world, helping people to build lives that are stronger, safer and more secure.

And they don't do it alone.

They work with local organisations and communities who know what their neighbours need and know how best to help.

Let's see what happens when we build our tower again.

Begin rebuilding the tower, this time using the red blocks as well as the black ones. Explain each of the following as you add the red blocks.

In Colombia, for example, Christian Aid's partners are helping communities become stronger and more able to face difficult times.

One of the things they encourage is TEAMWORK – learning how to work together, even when people are different from one another.

Add two red blocks.
They help people learn about SAVING MONEY, so families and communities can be better prepared for difficult times.

Add two red blocks.
They help people develop CONFIDENCE – knowing that they are valuable, that their voices matter and that they have skills and ideas that can make a difference.

Add two red blocks.
They help people learn different SKILLS AND JOBS, so they have more than one way to earn a living and support their families.

Add two red blocks.
And they help make sure that CHILDREN FEEL SAFE and have opportunities to grow and flourish.

Add the final two red blocks.
Look at our tower now!
It looks much stronger.

Now, let's see what happens when we take away some of the black blocks.
Begin carefully removing the black blocks.

What's happening?
Is the tower falling down?
No!
That's because we've made it stronger.
Christian Aid and its partners can't stop every war from happening.
They can't stop every flood or earthquake.
They can't make every difficult thing in the world disappear.
But they can help communities prepare, grow stronger and support one another, so that when difficult things happen, people are better able to cope and rebuild.
And that's a little bit like our lives too.
We all have times when things feel difficult or scary.
But we don't have to face those things alone.

God is our strong tower.
And Jesus calls us to be part of His family – to look after one another, to stand alongside people who are struggling and to help make our world a safer and fairer place.

So, when you see our tower today, remember two things:
God is our strong tower.
And we can help build stronger communities.


Let’s pray
Dear God,
Thank you that you are our strong tower and that we can always turn to you.
Thank you for people and communities around the world who work together to make life safer and stronger.
Help us to be people who care for others, stand alongside those who are struggling and use what we have to make a difference.
Thank you for Christian Aid and all the people they work with around the world.
Help us to remember that, together, we can help build a safer, fairer world.
Amen.
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