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MINUTES
OF THE

PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

General Assembly
OF THE

Presbyterian Church in Ireland
Held at Belfast, June 2024

FIRST SESSION

Thursday, 20 June 2024	 10am

Within Assembly Buildings 

The Right Rev Dr S. Mawhinney, Moderator of the General Assembly, 
welcomed all present.
The Moderator constituted the Assembly with prayer and led in public 
worship.
The following Ministers and Ruling Elders were present at the Annual 
Meeting:



2	 MINUTES

Minister/Ruling Elder not applicable 

~ Did not register attendance

+ Corresponding Elder

1	 ARDS PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Rev WT Cordner   First Bangor

Rev Dr RA Russell   Ballywalter

Rev Prof SN Williams   Theological Professor

Rev TWD Johnston   Hamilton Road,  Bangor

Very Rev Dr RA Patton   Ballygilbert

Rev  SA Little   Shore Street, Donaghadee

~ Mr S Gallaher Helen’s Bay

Very Rev Dr CJC McMullen Dr MEJ Bennett West Church, Bangor

Rev D Stanfield + Mr S Dalzell First Bangor - Associate

Rev M Stanfield Mrs A Kennedy First Bangor

Rev JH Flaherty Mr A Small First Donaghadee

-do- Mrs A Crowther Millisle & Ballycopeland

~ Dr M Steele Groomsport

Rev PC Lyle Mr S Stevenson Ballyholme

Rev AE Tolland Mr I MacDonald Regent Street, Newtownards

Rev M Henderson   Chaplain to the Forces

Rev SJ Castles ~ Lisnabreen

Rev C Ebbinghaus Mr N Anketell Hamilton Road, Bangor

Rev JWD Rogers Mr RM Houston Ballygrainey

Rev DM Shaw Mr W Aiken Ballycrochan

Rev A Gilicze Mr A Warden Ballyblack

-do- Mr J Brown Carrowdore & Ballyfrenis

Rev G Fowles ~ Shore Street, Donaghadee

Rev RH Houston + Mr L Conway West Church, Bangor - 
Associate

~ Mrs E Savage Conlig

Rev NDH Stewart Mr RJ Walker Greyabbey

Rev GJ Simpson ~ Ballywalter

~ Mr S Carroll St Andrew’s, Bangor
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Rev JP McWatters Mr P Baron Strean, Newtownards

Rev RS Hamilton Mr R Wilson Movilla

~ Mr D Carson Trinity, Bangor

Rev CN Lynn Mr R Whiteford First Newtownards

Rev CW Jackson Mr P Davison Ballygilbert

  Mr I Patterson Second Newtownards

  Mr R McCormick Greenwell Street, 
Newtownards

2	 ARMAGH PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Rev J Gordon   Second Keady; Drumhillery

Rev DR Byers   Cladymore; Tassagh

Very Rev Dr JS Carson   Theological Principal

Rev Dr AD Davidson   First Armagh

Rev RL Brown Mr G Greer First Portadown

Rev RIA Allely Craigavon; Vinecash

Rev TA McNeely Mr O Milligan Richhill

Rev EP Gamble Mr TH Savage The Mall, Armagh

~ Mr WK Belshaw Hill Street, Lurgan

Rev RI Abraham ~ Armaghbrague

-do- ~ First Keady

Rev I Thompson ~ Knappagh

-do- Mr T Taylor Lislooney

Rev Princ M McClenahan + Mr N Cornett Theological Lecturer

Rev LW Webster Mr S Hadden Craigavon

Rev PWA McClelland Mr I Newell Ahorey

-do Mr J Mason Clare

Rev GR Mullan Miss J Allen Benburb

-do- Mr A McMullan Moy

Rev A Marsh ~ Drumhillery

-do- ~ Second Keady 

Rev J Smith ~ Caledon

-do- ~ Minterburn



4	 MINUTES

Rev JT Graham + Mr C Kennedy Hill Street, Lurgan – 
Associate

Rev JM Haugh Mr A Patterson Waringstown

Mr T Graham Vinecash

Mr L Crowe First Armagh

Mr J MacQueen Loughgall

3	 BALLYMENA PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Rev GA Preston   Connor

Very Rev Dr REH Uprichard   Trinity, Ahoghill

Very Rev Dr JM Finlay   Harryville, Ballymena

Rev Dr RI Birney   High Kirk, Ballymena

Rev D Knowles   Grange with Craigmore

Rev JJ Andrews   Ballee

Rev WF Dickey   First Broughshane

Rev AAP Baxter Mr R Caldwell First Portglenone

Rev AL Kirk   First Ahoghill

Rev DJ Kane ~ West Church, Ballymena

Rev WB Boyd   Eskylane; Kells

Rev W Sinclair   First Ballymena

Rev NAL Cameron Mr C Patton High Kirk, Ballymena

Rev MJR Neilly Mr R McCord First Ahoghill

Rev AM Bates Mr G McNair Wellington, Ballymena

Rev PD Thompson Mr D Preston Connor

Rev DB McCorrison Mr W Cummings Ballyloughan

Rev JE McDowell Mr LH McQuitty First Ballymena

Rev TP McCullough Mr WE McCallum Townhill, Portglenone

Rev RS Agnew Mr A McRobert First Broughshane

Rev WE Chestnutt Mr B Suitters Harryville, Ballymena

Rev NG Mulholland Mr S Warwick Cuningham Memorial 

Rev RJ Watt Mr P Hughes Killymurris

Rev JT Blue ~ Second Broughshane

Rev TD Kane ~ Glenwherry

Rev SD Kennedy Mr D Woodburn Buckna
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Rev AJ McCracken Mr S Porter Cloughwater

Rev WJC Brogan Mr D Montgomery Cairnalbana

-do- Mr R Reid Glenarm

Rev R Morrison ~ Churchtown

  Mr S McMaster Rasharkin

  Mr J McWilliams Clough

  Mr A Hamill Trinity, Ahoghill

4	 NORTH BELFAST PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Very Rev Dr J Dunlop   Rosemary

Rev Dr RJT McMullan   Overseas Board Secretary

Rev TV Patterson   Immanuel

Rev JN Seawright   Abbey, Monkstown

Rev GF McKeown   Rathcoole

Rev JR Dickinson   Carnmoney

Rev TC Morrison   Eglinton

Rev DW Brice   Glengormley 

Very Rev Dr TN Hamilton   Ballysillan

Rev Dr ID Neish   Abbot’s Cross

Rev Dr SE Hughes   Whitehouse

Rev AK Duddy   Woodvale

Rev PG McCrea Mr J Dickson Rosemary

Rev DT Moore + Mr N Windrum Minister in Special Work, 
West Belfast

Rev AW Carson Mr J Harkness Abbey, Monkstown

Rev GJ Jordan Mr W McCready Ballygomartin

Rev CJ Gamble Mr J Fittis Immanuel

Rev CA Meban ~ Chaplain University of Ulster, 
Jordanstown and Belfast

Rev AV Stewart Mr R McChesney Whiteabbey

Rev Dr WJM Parker Mr W Greer Sinclair Seamen’s

Rev NSR Lockhart Mr R Ferguson Ballyhenry

Rev DJ McIlwaine   Newington

Rev D Clawson Mr D Kane West Kirk



6	 MINUTES

~ Mr J Lindsay Glengormley

Rev SD Currie Mr J Anderson Ballysillan

Rev SJ Lowry Mr M Finlay Whitehouse

Rev I Cahoon Mr T Wilson Alexandra

Rev SN Hawthorne Mr G Craig Carnmoney

Rev MS Rutledge ~ Abbot’s Cross 

Rev G Keaveney Mr M Welsh New Mossley

Rev P Burke ~ West Kirk – Associate

Rev M Horner Mr DA Crowe Eglinton

Mr D Keaveney Rathcoole

Mrs C Dalzell Woodvale

5	 SOUTH BELFAST PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Rev Dr DJ McKelvey   Fisherwick

Rev WJ Orr   Newtownbreda

Rev Dr MR Patterson + Mr B Henderson Restoration Ministries

Rev MS Gault   Cooke Centenary

Rev AR Bill   Saintfield Road

Rev JT Lamb   Townsend Street

Rev Prof WG Campbell + Mr A White Theological Professor

~ Ms E Greer Fitzroy Avenue

~ + Dr M Bill Chaplain RVH

~ + Mr C Graham Chaplain BCH

Rev BJ McCroskery Mr R Lamrock McCracken Memorial

Rev ND Craig + Mr G Gault Chaplain QUB, SUC and 
UTC

Rev Dr BJ Walker Dr A McCracken Saintfield Road

Rev I Steen Mr C Houston Windsor 

Rev KH Viner Mr J Kenny Malone

Rev AJ Galbraith Mr P Lindsay Fisherwick

Rev CE Heron ~ Dunmurry

Rev DJ Gray Mr B Carson Cooke Centenary

Rev JC Newell   Chaplain to the Forces

Rev Dr JN McCracken Mr C Cavan Lowe Memorial (Finaghy)
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Rev P Lutton Mr R McNeill Newtownbreda

  Mr D McCarthy Richview

  Mr B Dunwoody Belvoir

  Mr D Curry Kilmakee (Seymour Hill)

6	 EAST BELFAST PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Rev Dr SJ Campbell   Cooke Centenary

Rev Dr JR Savage   Stormont

Very Rev Dr HA Dunlop   Knock

Rev TJ Stothers   Deputy Clerk of Assembly

Rev HR Quinn   Global Mission Worker

Very Rev Dr JNI McNeely   First Holywood

Very Rev Dr FP Sellar Mr J McClure Bloomfield

Rev WS Marrs + Miss H Donaldson CGM Secretary

Rev AC Rankin Mr S Duffield Stormont

Rev MR Burnside Mr J Hanna Castlereagh

Rev SP Moore Ms H Taylor Gilnahirk

Rev DH Thompson + Mr A Shott CCLW Secretary

Rev JR Lambe   Mountpottinger

Rev D Rankin   Strand

Rev WA McCully Mr A Davis Dundonald

Rev GJ Kennedy Ms R Donaldson Kirkpatrick Memorial

Rev Dr C Burcombe Mr T Craig Mersey Street

Rev RSJ McIlhatton Ms A Osbourne Christ Church, Dundonald

Rev W Harkness ~ Belmont

Rev GJ MacLean Mr J Dowd Orangefield

Rev EJB McKenzie ~ Cregagh

Rev JW Frazer Ms A Wright Garnerville

Rev GJ Ball + Mrs D Caldwell Orangefield – Associate

~ Ms L Francis First Holywood

Rev JM Warburton Mr P Mackey High Street, Holywood

Rev Dr BN van der Linde   Chaplain to the Forces

Rev ML Gray ~ Knock



8	 MINUTES

Rev RS Aicken Mr K Brown St Andrew’s

Rev PA Boyd Mr J Shivers McQuiston Memorial

Rev E Tagle-Aguiar Mrs M Grayson Mountpottinger

  Mrs H Gilliland Ravenhill

Mr J Johnston Strand

7	 CARRICKFERGUS PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Rev RJA Bell   Ballyclare

Rev TD Gribben + Mr N Carmichael Clerk of Assembly

Rev WA Watson Mr C Lynas Cairncastle

Rev Dr CD McClure Mr R Tweed First Larne

Rev TR Graham   Joymount

Rev GAJ Farquhar   Ballycarry

Rev JP Moxen Mr D Gawn Ballyclare

Rev HM Rendell   Chaplain to the Forces

Rev MF Russell ~ Ballycarry

Rev JP Stanbridge Mr F Picton Joymount

~ Miss M Kane Islandmagee

Rev DR Cromie Mrs J Page Greenisland

Rev BS Preston Mr D Gillespie Craigy Hill

Rev NW Duddy ~ Downshire, Carrickfergus

~ Mr J Stewart Woodburn

Rev B Johnston Mr P Logan Gardenmore, Larne

Rev MJK Kelso Mr A Murray Ballynure

  Mr W Heggan Whitehead

  Dr I Drysdale Woodlands

8	 COLERAINE AND LIMAVADY PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Very Rev Dr D Clarke   Terrace Row, Coleraine

Rev JA McCaughan   First Dunboe

Rev Dr TJ McCormick ~ First Kilrea
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Very Rev Dr JA Kirkpatrick   Portrush

Rev Dr TP Fleming Mr G Munce Castlerock

Rev Dr C Glass ~ Dungiven

-do- ~ Largy

Rev Dr TD Allen + Mr SA Kelly Deputy Clerk of Assembly

~ Mr T Shiels Terrace Row, Coleraine

Rev JA Noble   Balteagh; Bovevagh

Rev Dr SDH Williamson   Ballywillan

Rev RJ Hyndman Mr N Hamill First Coleraine

Rev S Stewart   Castlerock

Rev JG Jones Mr I Martin Second Limavady

-do- Mr R Blair Myroe

Rev RD Gregg ~ Burnside

~ Mr D Johnston Second Dunboe

Rev KA Jones ~ Aghadowey

-do- Mr WW Reid Crossgar

Rev DH Brown Mr D Kane Hazelbank

~ Mr TD Torrens First Garvagh

Rev DS Brownlow Mr S Caskie Derramore

-do- Mr R Gallick Drumachose

Rev A McConnell Mr O Murphy First Limavady

-do- ~ Magilligan

~ Mr WJ Campbell Main Street, Garvagh

-do- Mr I McKane Killaig

Rev GI Linton   Chaplain to the Forces

Rev KH Hibbert ~ First Dunboe

Rev SA Morrow ~ Portstewart

Rev RJ Collins Mr D McClure Ballywatt

Rev JD McKane Mr A Cochrane New Row, Coleraine

  Mr J Gilmore Boveedy

9	 DERRY AND DONEGAL PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Rev SJ Gray   Faughanvale; Gortnessy



10	 MINUTES

Rev Dr J Fell   Ebrington

Rev D Hillen   Magheramason

Very Rev Dr RL Craig   Kilfennan

Rev Dr TR Buick   Carlisle Road; Crossroads

Rev JL Blair Mr T Craig Faughanvale

Rev AJA Rosborough Mr K McLean Ballyarnett

-do- Mrs E Wylie Knowhead

Rev CM Wilson Mr M McKean Ballylennon

-do- ~ Burt

-do- ~ Inch

-do- Mrs S Craig St Johnston

Rev PE Linkens Mr T McQuillan Ebrington

Rev AC Wilson   Ballykelly

Rev Dr MD McNeely Mr I Ferguson Fahan

Rev CWA Jones Mr J Reid First Derry & Claremont

-do- ~ Monreagh

Rev RN Orr Mr E Lynch Donagheady

-do- Mr G King Leckpatrick

Rev C McKibbin ~ Alt

-do- ~ Carnone

-do- ~ Convoy

-do- ~ Donoughmore

Rev TJ Bruce ~ Trinity, Letterkenny

-do- ~ Trenta

Rev SW Hibbert ~ Glendermott

Rev G Orr Mr C Kennedy Magheramason

~ Mr R Crockett Newtowncunningham

Rev RJ Edgar Mr C Bolton Kilfennan

Rev SJ Moore Mr E Borland Fannet

-do- Ms J Kearney Milford

-do- Ms C Edwards Rathmullan

~ Mr T Galbraith Carlisle Road

Rev PL Poots ~ Carndonagh

-do- Mr C Armstrong Greenbank

-do- ~ Malin
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-do- ~ Moville

Rev PB Houston ~ Ballykelly

Rev Dr SA Wright Mr T Allen Donemana

  Mr W Watson Strabane

  Mr U Galbraith Cumber

  Mr D Perry Donegal

  Mr M Knox Stranorlar

  Mr B McIlwaine Waterside

10	 DOWN PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Rev Dr WJ Patterson   Killinchy

Rev R McM Mackay   Second Comber

Rev AS Smyth Mr IR Montgomery Carryduff

Rev BA Small Mr A Campbell Raffrey

Rev DM Spratt Mr D Rea Kilmore

Rev ATF Johnston Mrs D Neagle Killinchy

Rev MM Stewart   Clough; Seaforde

Rev WH Higgins   First Killyleagh; 
Second Killyleagh

Rev JL Cochrane   Global Mission Worker

Rev SA Woodburn Mr Q Crean Edengrove

Rev DF Leal Mrs H Jackson First Ballynahinch

Rev J Boyd Ms H Nixon Killyleagh

Rev TA Conway Mr R Gamble Second Comber

~ Mr RJ Shields Downpatrick

Rev AD Burke Ms E Patterson Lissara

Rev JU Torrens ~ Second Saintfield

Rev DS Bingham ~ Clough

-do- ~ Seaforde

Rev Dr SL Bostock Mr P Jackson First Saintfield

  Ms E Brown Spa

  Mr L Broome Magherahamlet

  Mr T Scott Trinity, Boardmills



12	 MINUTES

11	 DROMORE PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Very Rev Dr DJ Bruce   CMI Secretary

Rev DH Gilpin Mr A Gamble Moira

Rev Dr WJA Sleith Mr M Francey Hillsborough

Rev RA McLernon ~ Drumbo

Rev GR Stockdale ~ Prison Chaplain

Very Rev Dr WJ Henry ~ Maze

Rev RA Liddle   Legacurry

Rev RD Cameron Mrs M Ferguson St Columba’s, Lisburn

~ Dr P Henderson Elmwood

Rev AA McCullough Mr AJ Kelly Magheragall

Rev MN Davidson Mr G Wallace Railway Street, Lisburn

Rev P Jamieson ~ Hillhall

Rev LA Patterson Ms E Bell Cargycreevy

-do- Ms M Hunter Loughaghery

Rev LC Orban ~ Anahilt

-do- ~ Drumlough

Rev A Faulkner Mr C Morrison Sloan Street, Lisburn

Rev FMA Forbes Mr S Buchanan Harmony Hill, Lambeg

Rev Dr MC Cowan + Mr S Johnston Theological Lecturer

Rev MA McCormick   Chaplain to the Forces

Rev Dr KD McIlroy Mr WJ Wilkinson First Dromore

  Mr J Moore Ballinderry

  Ms J Pickering Legacurry

  Mr T Kinkead First Lisburn

Mr R Crawford First Dromara

12	 DUBLIN AND MUNSTER PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Rev R Cobain   Ballinasloe; Galway

Rev GD Campbell   St Andrew’s, Blackrock; Bray 

Very Rev Dr TWJ Morrow   Lucan

Rev JG Faris   Aghada; Trinity, Cork
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Rev Dr KP Meyer   Christ Church, Sandymount

~ Mr T Dowling Carlow

Rev Dr KD McCrory ~ Maynooth

Rev JJ Currie Mr W Harper Kilkenny

Rt Rev Dr S Mawhinney Mr T Wilson Adelaide Road, Dublin

Rev AJ Boal Ms O Smith Abbey, Dublin

Rev L Kennedy-Ritchie Mrs A O’Neill Clontarf & Scots

Rev WJ Hayes ~ Tullamore 

Rev Dr CI Dickson ~ Moderator’s Assistant

Rev AJ Dunlop ~ Howth & Malahide

Rev MRJ Anderson ~ Arklow

Rev CH  Deering Mrs D Shanahan Dun Laoghaire

Rev HM Freeburn ~ Galway

Rev M Proctor ~ Naas

Rev G McDowell ~ Greystones

Rev DP Burke ~ Drogheda

Rev A Gill Mrs C Poynton St Andrew’s, Blackrock

-do- ~ Bray

Rev R Cronin Mr J Jeffery Aghada

-do- Mr D O’Donovan Trinity, Cork

  Mr I Scott Lucan

13	 IVEAGH PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Very Rev Dr IJ Patterson   Newcastle

Rev CG Harris Mr L Rea Scarva St, Banbridge

Rev MG McClelland   Tandragee

Rev RA Moffett Mr I Williams Donacloney

Rev GE Best Mr T Campbell Newmills

~ Mr FRL Arnold Bannside

Rev K Nelson   Castlewellan; Leitrim

Rev RM Moody Mr RD McConnell First Rathfriland

Rev S Burke Mr K Spiers Brookvale

-do- Mr E Moorhead Second & Third Rathfriland



14	 MINUTES

Rev SD Conkey ~ Gilford

-do- Mr J Hudson Tullylish

Rev NJ Kane Mr R Boyd Magherally

Rev AM Boreland Mrs B Barrett Newcastle

Rev MTW McMaw ~ Tandragee

Rev AJ Downey ~ Castlewellan

-do- Mr D Harte Leitrim

  Mr G Truesdale Drumlee

  Mr JB Moorhead Clonduff

  Mr B McClelland Glascar

  Mr F Cairns Loughbrickland

  Mr C Adamson Scarva

  Mr R Logan Anaghlone

14	 MONAGHAN PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Rev Dr RB Savage   Ervey; Kells

Rev NS Millen   Dundalk & 
Castlebellingham; 
Carlingford

Rev GJ Mackarel ~ Bellasis

-do- ~ Cavan

-do- ~ Drumkeeran

-do- ~ Killeshandra

Rev JH Hanson ~ Ballyhobridge

-do- ~ Clones

-do- ~ Newbliss

-do- Mr E Mackarel Stonebridge

Rev D Reyes Martin Mr K McCreery Clontibret

-do- ~ Middletown

Rev TD Hagan Mr S Henderson First Castleblayney

-do- ~ Corvally

-do- Mr T McBirney Frankford

Rev DTR Edwards ~ Cootehill

-do- Mr R Soden Drum
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-do- Mr V Mavity Kilmount

Rev Dr GW Clinton Mr V Niblock First Ballybay

-do- ~ Second Ballybay

-do- ~ Drumkeen

-do- Mr E Latimer Rockcorry

Rev DJ Clarke ~ Sligo 

Rev AS McQuade Mr E Clarke First Monaghan

-do- Mrs A North Smithborough

Rev JTH Porter ~ Dundalk 

Rev JJ O’Donnell ~ First Bailieborough

-do- Mr R Coleman Trinity, Bailieborough

-do- ~ Corraneary

-do- ~ Ervey

15	 NEWRY PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Rev SA Finlay   Annalong

Very Rev Dr MA Barry   First Newry

Rev WT Bingham Mr W Grills Mourne

Rev SS Johnston Mr O Wallace Kilkeel

Rev RK Graham Mr DA Smyth Clarkesbridge &  
First Newtownhamilton

-do- ~ Garmany’s Grove

-do- ~ McKelvey’s Grove

Rev JKA McIntyre ~ Bessbrook

~ Ms H Smyth Downshire Road,  Newry

-do- Mr S Wright Ryans

Rev KWJ Hanna + Mr S McKee Rural Chaplain

~ Mr S Walker Mountnorris

-do- Mr R Hunter Tullyallen

Rev MB Wilson Mr W McKee Cremore

-do- ~ Fourtowns

-do- Mr B Reaney Poyntzpass

Rev NL Smyth Mr T Lockhart Markethill

-do- ~ Cladymore



16	 MINUTES

Rev WDS McCullagh Mr W McConnell Annalong

Rev BA Kee Mr S Bond First Newry

Rev RJA McClure Mr C Feely Creggan

-do- Mr J Copeland Second Newtownhamilton

Rev JS Maguire Mr A McComb First Drumbanagher; 
Jerrettspass

-do- ~ Kingsmills

16	 OMAGH PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Very Rev Dr JW Lockington   Clogherney

Rev JF Murdoch   First Omagh

Rev R Herron   Gillygooley; Trinity, Omagh

Rev RB Thompson ~ Badoney

-do- ~ Corrick

-do- ~ Glenelly

Rev Dr WD Cupples   Enniskillen

Rev DW Reid Mr T Atcheson Ardstraw

-do- Mr D Millar Douglas

Rev GM Andrich Mr K Hunter Irvinestown

-do- ~ Pettigo

-do- ~ Tempo

~ Mr P McClean Aughnacloy

Rev PJ Nelson Mrs M Cummings First Omagh

Rev J Cowan Mr J Magee Drumlegagh

-do- Mr D Garrett Mountjoy

~ Mr D Wigham Lisnaskea

-do- Miss I Anderson Newtownbutler

Rev ET Frazer Mr A Gervais Clogher

-do- Mr A McIlroy Glenhoy

Rev JJ Boyd Mr P Coote Ballygawley  

-do- Mr S Somerville Ballyreagh

~ Ms J McCracken Seskinore

Rev DP Curran Mr R Atwell Aughentaine

-do- Mr S Bleakley Cavanaleck
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Rev SP Kennedy Mrs D Stevenson Enniskillen

Rev RW McFaul Miss R Kerr Clogherney

-do- Mr RH Kidd Sixmilecross

  Miss R Craig Second Castlederg

  Miss L Nelson First Castlederg

  Mr J Young Killeter

Mr W Ligget Fintona

Ms R King Gillygooley

Mr M McKnight Trinity, Omagh

17	 ROUTE PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Very Rev Dr AWG Brown   Ballycastle

Rev Dr JA Thompson   Dervock

Very Rev Dr DIJ McNie   Trinity, Ballymoney

Rev D Bannerman   Toberkeigh

Rev KDW Crowe Mrs P Crossley Bushvale

Rev Dr N Cubitt   Bushmills

Rev Dr RM Murray Mr R Henry Drumreagh  

Rev GWM Glasgow ~ Armoy

-do- ~ First Kilraughts

Rev SA McCracken Ms L Edwards First Ballymoney

Rev RW Gaston Ms M Campbell Finvoy

Rev K Henderson Mr C Christie Ballyweaney

Rev Dr M Jones ~ Roseyards

Rev DJ Irvine ~ Trinity, Ballymoney

Rev Dr PB Wilson   Chaplain to the Forces

Rev PL McKelvey ~ Ramoan

-do- Mr D McIntyre Toberkeigh

Rev A Buick Mrs I Dobbin Dunluce

Rev Dr A Alves-Areias Mr M McCracken Mosside

-do- Mr S Morrison Toberdoney

Rev CB Mulvenny Mr R Irwin Dervock

  Ms R Lavery Bushmills



18	 MINUTES

  Ms E McCaughan Ballycastle

  Mr A McGugan Croaghmore

  Mr H Gerrow Dunloy

Mr M Ferris Garryduff

18	 TEMPLEPATRICK PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Rev WD Weir   Killead; Loanends

Rev Dr JH MacConnell   First Ballyeaston

Rev WJ Murdock   Killead; Loanends

Rev ES McDowell Mr T Mills First Ballyeaston

Rev SJ Lockington ~ First Antrim

Rev CK McDowell ~ High Street, Antrim

Rev RC Kerr Mr C McClean Templepatrick

Rev G McFadden Mr P McMaster Kilbride

Rev S McNie Mr BW Hill Muckamore

~ Mr F Hand Second Randalstown

Rev DT McNeill ~ Duneane

-do- ~ First Randalstown

~ Mr J Warwick Greystone Road, Antrim

Rev D Morrison ~ Killead

-do- Ms M Thompson Loanends

  Mr P Melville Crumlin

  Mr W Campbell Hyde Park

  Mr TJ Gawn Second Donegore

19	 TYRONE PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregation

Rev Dr JI Thompson   First Cookstown

Rev JW Fleck   Upper; Lower Clonaneese

~ Mr D Miller Dungannon

Rev TWA Greer ~ Molesworth, Cookstown
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Rev Dr KO Patterson   Castledawson; Curran

Rev Dr JA Curry Ms M Stevenson First Magherafelt

~ Mr A Chambers Maghera

~ Mr R Irwin Pomeroy

-do- Mr K Henry Sandholes

Rev JE Sloan Mr J Davison First Moneymore

-do- Mr J Ackinson Second Moneymore

Rev JM Gracey   Ballygoney; Coagh; 
Saltersland

Rev Prof DW Leach ~ Professor of Ministry +  
Director of the Institute of 
Ministry

Rev JA Spence Mr A Condy Upper Clonaneese

-do- ~ Lower Clonaneese

~ Mr RJ Hamilton Tobermore

Rev SWK Glendinning ~ Ballygoney

-do- ~ Coagh

-do- Mr W McKinley Saltersland

Rev MJO Currie Mr RG Leonard First Cookstown

Rev TAS Graham Mr A Rowan Union Road, Magherafelt

-do- Mr J Gilmour Lecumpher

Rev JB Mullan Mr K Taylor Castledawson

-do- Mr J Fulton Curran

Rev MW Dodds Mr J Hayes Castlecaulfield

-do- Mr G McMinn Eglish

Rev WA Dickey ~ Albany

-do- ~ Brigh

-do- Mr M Glendinning Stewartstown

Rev JA Martin ~ Culnady

-do- ~ Swatragh

Rev JA Porter Mr S Crooks Claggan

-do- Mr S Black Orritor

Rev NJ O’Neill ~ Carland

-do- Mr H Russell Newmills

Mr H Ferson Bellaghy



20	 MINUTES

OTHER VOTING MEMBERS
(Code Par 97, 127(2)(a))

Name Role

Mr J King Clerk of Presbytery (Elder)

Mr TJ Livingstone Clerk of Presbytery (Elder)

Mr TAS Long Clerk of Presbytery (Elder)

Mrs H Clements Conveners + Secretaries (Elder)

Mr M Hampton Conveners + Secretaries (Elder)

Mr RW Hill Conveners + Secretaries (Elder)

Miss K Jardine Conveners + Secretaries (Elder)

Miss J McKee Conveners + Secretaries (Elder)

Mr K Swarbrick Conveners + Secretaries (Elder)

Mr DW Thomson Conveners + Secretaries (Elder)

Mr SA Agnew Ex Officio Member of Assembly

Mr M Bates Ex Officio Member of Assembly

Dr B Craig Ex Officio Member of Assembly

Mr H McLean Ex Officio Member of Assembly

Mr R Adams Nominations Committee Nominee

Mr J Campbell Nominations Committee Nominee

Prof JH Gillespie Nominations Committee Nominee

Mr B Henderson Nominations Committee Nominee

Mr E Jardine Nominations Committee Nominee

Miss H Johnston Nominations Committee Nominee

Mr M Neale Nominations Committee Nominee

Mr G Nesbitt Nominations Committee Nominee

Mr D Smyth Nominations Committee Nominee

Mrs EA Warden Nominations Committee Nominee

Mr H Wilson Nominations Committee Nominee

Mr R Thompson Nominations Committee Nominee

Dr R McCartney Retired Missionary (Elder)

Mr M McKinstry Trustee Nominee

Mr S Wilson Trustee Nominee
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SIT AND DELIBERATE
(Code Par 97, 98, 219, 302)

Name Role

Mrs A Heenan Additional

Mr S Gowdy Additional - PCI Solicitor

Mrs L Davidson Deaconess 

Miss E Drysdale Deaconess

Mrs H England Deaconess

Miss R Irvine Deaconess

Mr K Preston Irish Mission Worker

Mr PW Bradley Licentiate serving Assistantship

Mr S Cairns Licentiate serving Assistantship

Mr M Delaney Licentiate serving Assistantship

Mr A Frazer Licentiate serving Assistantship

Mr SW Gaston Licentiate serving Assistantship

Mr JM Gawn Licentiate serving Assistantship

Mr MF Hawthorne Licentiate serving Assistantship

Dr MWH Houston Licentiate serving Assistantship

Mr SJ Kerr Licentiate serving Assistantship

Mr AWT Martin Licentiate serving Assistantship

Mr SI McMenemy Licentiate serving Assistantship

Dr S Moore Licentiate serving Assistantship

Mr W Moore Licentiate serving Assistantship

Mr GT Read Licentiate serving Assistantship

Mr MRT Rodgers Licentiate serving Assistantship

Mr SJ Scott Licentiate serving Assistantship

Mr JN Stewart Licentiate serving Assistantship

Rev PE Dickinson Minister Emeritus (Released)

Rev WPH Erskine Minister Emeritus (Released)

Rev BR Hughes Minister Emeritus (Released)

Rev TS Lindsay Minister Emeritus (Released)

Rev D McConaghy Minister Emeritus (Released)

Rev RSK Neill Minister Emeritus (Released)

Rev M Gilicze Minister Transferring from other church

Rev E McCroskery Minister Transferring from other church
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Rev Dr G Shearer Minister Transferring from other church

Rev K Campbell Minister Without Charge

Rev PG Cleland Minister Without Charge

Rev WI Ferris Minister Without Charge

Rev Dr AD Mullan Minister Without Charge

Rev Dr MJ Welsh Minister Without Charge

Rev BAH Wilson Minister Without Charge

Dr R Stevenson PCI Public Affairs Officer

Miss M Angus Retired Deaconess and Women Worker

Miss D Draffin Retired Deaconess and Women Worker

Mrs F Martin Retired Deaconess and Women Worker

Mrs E Matthews Retired Deaconess and Women Worker

Miss S Swindle Retired Deaconess and Women Worker

Miss E Whyte Retired Deaconess and Women Worker

Mrs U Brownlie Retired Missionary (Not Elder)

Mrs M Dickson Retired Missionary (Not Elder)

Mrs H McCartney Retired Missionary (Not Elder)

Mrs H Quinn Retired Missionary (Not Elder)

SIT AND DELIBERATE
(Code Par 98)

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Presbytery Name

Belfast South Ms J McQuoid

Belfast East Mrs D Sloan

Belfast East Mrs L Stothers

Carrickfergus Ms L Beattie

Carrickfergus Ms J Taylor

Derry and Donegal Miss A Moody

Derry and Donegal Mrs O Witherow

Down Mrs S Stokes

Iveagh Mrs E Elliott

Iveagh Mrs S Kane

Newry Mrs N Walker

Omagh Mrs I Clarke
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Omagh Mrs J Martin

Omagh Mrs Y Mulligan

Templepatrick Mrs J Leitch

PRESBYTERY YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES

Armagh Mr J Jones

Armagh Ms E Wilson

Ballymena Miss N Dickey

Ballymena Miss R McCartney

Belfast North Ms R Annett

Belfast North Mr B Miller

Belfast North Ms C Scott

Belfast South Mr S Moss

Belfast South Mr S Robinson

Belfast South Ms C Thompson

Belfast East Mr R Bailie

Belfast East Ms A Hunter

Belfast East Mrs L Hutcheson-Magee

Carrickfergus Ms H Moxen

Derry and Donegal Mrs P Nugent

Derry and Donegal Mr A Wray

Dromore Mr M Anderson

Dromore Mr D Graham

Newry Ms B Graham

SIT AND DELIBERATE
(Code Par 98)

UNDER 30s

Presbytery Congregation Name

Ards First Bangor Ms R Armstrong

Ards Ballygrainey Mr J McCallister

Ards Movilla Ms V McClelland

Armagh The Mall Mr J Gamble

Ballymena Cuningham Memorial Ms S McIlroy

Ballymena High Kirk Ms A Turner
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Ballymena Killymurris Mr J Simpson

Belfast North Ballyhenry Mr J Kidd

Belfast North West Kirk Mr A Thompson

Belfast North Whiteabbey Mr M Swarbrick

Belfast South Cooke Mr D Heasley

Belfast South Fisherwick Mr M Ferguson

Belfast South Lowe Memorial Ms B Logan

Belfast East Bloomfield Mr M Stoneman

Belfast East Dundonald Mr B Kirkwood

Belfast East Gilnahirk Ms A Woods

Belfast East Knock Mr M Wilson

Belfast East Orangefield Ms I Ferguson

Belfast East Ravenhill Mr J McCracken

Belfast East St Andrew’s Mr D Conway

Carrickfergus Ballyclare Mr A Anderson

Carrickfergus Ballynure Ms Z Black

Coleraine and Limavady First Dunboe Mr G Scott

Coleraine and Limavady Boveedy Mr W Gordon

Coleraine and Limavady Portstewart Mr J Morrow

Derry and Donegal Letterkenny Mr I Bruce

Down First Saintfield Mr M Anderson

Down Killinchy Ms E Tate

Down Raffery Mr D Small

Dromore Harmony Hill Mr S Buchanan

Dromore Railway Street Ms H Craig

Dromore Sloan Street Ms R Hanna

Dublin and Munster Drogheda Mr G Doyle

Dublin and Munster St Andrew’s, Blackrock Mr S Shi

Dublin and Munster Trinity, Cork Ms L Davis

Iveagh Donacloney Mr M Turkington

Newry Clarkesbridge & First 
Newtownhamilton

Mr G McBride

Newry Mourne Mr E Hanna

Route Toberkeigh Mr J McIntyre

Templepatrick Templepatrick Mr R Blackbourne

Tyrone First Magherafelt Mr D Gregg

Ards Bangor First Ms R Armstrong

Ballymena Harryville Mr C McIlhagga

Ballymena High Kirk Ms S Houston

Belfast East Gilnahirk Ms J Wilson

Belfast East Granshaw Mr A Kelly

Belfast East Kirkpatrick Mr E Kennedy

Belfast East Orangefield Ms S McCullough

Belfast East St Andrew’s Mr S McCombe

Belfast North Whiteabbey Mr M Swarbrick

Belfast South Fisherwick Mr M Ferguson

Belfast South Lowe Memorial Ms B Logan

Coleraine and Limavady Ballywillan Mr C Cunningham

Coleraine and Limavady Terrace Row Mr A Brownlee

Derry and Donegal Greenbank Mr L Rus

Down Carryduff Mr DJM Lowe

Down Comber Second Ms O Marsh

Down Killinchy Ms E Tate

Dromore Dromara First Mr JG Rodgers

Dromore Hillsborough Mr M Anderson

Dromore Legacurry Mr P Todd

Dromore Railway St Ms H Craig

Dromore Sloan Street Ms R Gamble

Dublin and Munster Drogheda Mr K Doyle

Dublin and Munster St Andrew’s, Blackrock Mr G Madden

Iveagh Ballyroney Mr A Crones

Iveagh Donacloney Mr M Turkington

Iveagh Rathfriland Second and Third Ms C Rogers

Monaghan Cavan Mr D Conway

Monaghan Stonebridge Mr M Mackarel

Newry Clarkesbridge Mr G McBride

Newry Kingsmills Ms R Hanna

Newry Markethill Mr S Scott

Newry Mourne Mr E Hanna

Newry Tullyallen Mr C Reid
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RECEPTION OF CORRESPONDING MEMBERS AND DELEGATES

Church of Ireland: Archdeacon Paul Thompson; Ms Judith Cairns 
Methodist Church in Ireland: Rev David Turtle; Mr Thomas Wilson
Religious Society of Friends: Mrs Rachel Kirk-Smith; Mr Ian Kirk-Smith
Irish Council of Churches: Bishop Sarah Groves (ICC President); Rev Karen 
Campbell (Good Relations Officer)
Poland: Rev Sashko Nezamutdinov, Christ the Saviour Presbyterian Church, 
the Presbyterian Church of Poland
Malawi: Rev Anderson Juma, General Secretary, and Rev Catherine 
Makombe, Church of Central Africa Presbyterian, Blantyre Synod
Nepal: Dr Prem Subedi, Chief Executive Officer, The Cross Reformed 
Centre
Guatemala: Rev Laurence Cifuentes, Moderator; Rev Rosalío Hernández, 
Permanent Secretary; Rev Melvin Ralda; Mr Otto López and Mr Joel 
Méndez, the National Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Guatemala 

TREVOR D. GRIBBEN

The Moderator welcomed:
•	 From the Church of Ireland – Archdeacon Paul Thompson; Ms Judith 

Cairns 
•	 From the Methodist Church in Ireland – Rev David Turtle; Mr Thomas 

Wilson
•	 From the Religious Society of Friends – Mrs Rachel Kirk-Smith; Mr 

Ian Kirk-Smith
•	 From the Irish Council of Churches – Bishop Sarah Groves (ICC 

President); Rev Karen Campbell (Good Relations Officer)
Archdeacon Paul Thompson and Rev David Turtle replied and conveyed 
greetings.

The Moderator welcomed: 
•	 From the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Poland – Rev Sashko 

Nezamutdinov 
•	 From Malawi – Rev Anderson Juma, General Secretary, and Rev 

Catherine Makombe, CCAP
•	 From Nepal – Dr Prem Subedi, The Cross Reformed Centre
•	 From the National Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Guatemala 

– Rev Laurence Cifuentes, Moderator; Rev Rosalío Hernández, 
Permanent Secretary; Rev Melvin Ralda; Mr Otto López and Mr Joel 
Méndez

•	 Pakistan – Mr Adeel Rehmat and Rev Dr Maqsood Kamil, PAK 
Mission Society
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Rev Sashko Nezamutdinov and Rev Laurence Cifuentes replied and 
conveyed greetings.

The Initial Report of the GENERAL ASSEMBLY BUSINESS COMMITTEE 
(Reports pp3–5) along with Resolutions 1–6 (Reports p281) was submitted 
by the Rev RMcM Mackay, together with the following Supplementary 
Report:

PRE-ASSEMBLY MEETING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
BUSINESS COMMITTEE
1.	 The General Assembly Business Committee met on Tuesday 18 June 

2024. It received a number of reports regarding preparations for the 
General Assembly. 

2.	 It was noted that resolutions relating to the ordering of Business at this 
2024 Assembly (General Council Resolutions 1–6, Reports page 281) 
would be taken as part of the Initial Report of the General Assembly 
Business Committee (Thursday morning). However, resolutions 
relating to the Business at future General Assemblies (General Council 
Resolutions 9 and 10, Reports page 282) would be taken as part of 
Section 1 of the General Council Report (Thursday afternoon). 

3.	 The Committee considered a draft of the late and additional business 
submitted. The Committee declined to license three of the items of 
business that had been submitted, agreeing the following:
a.	 That an amendment, submitted by the Rev Dr Sam Bostock, in 

regards to Business Item 5, Resolution 7 (Reports page 281–282), 
be not licensed because it adds new policy that is not contained 
in, or does not flow from, the Report to which the resolution is 
appended.

b.	 That an additional resolution, submitted by the Rev Colin 
Burcombe, in regards to Business Item 11, Resolution 14, (Reports 
page 282–283), be not licensed as it attempts to introduce new 
policy into what is a resolution dealing with the implementation 
of previously agreed policy. 

c.	 That an additional resolution, submitted by the Rev Richie 
Cronin, be not licensed because it is new non-essential business, 
not related to any report coming before the Assembly, and any 
such request should have been made by way of a memorial, with 
appropriate notice to enable the memorial to be included in the 
printed Assembly Reports. 

4.	 The Committee licensed all of the remaining material in this 
Supplementary Reports Booklet and instructed that it be made available, 
in printed form and online, from Thursday morning onwards.

5.	 There are two licensed amendments to Business Item 5, Resolution 7 
(Reports page 281–282) – numbered Amendment A and Amendment 
B (taken in this order as the order in which they were submitted to the 
Clerk of Assembly). The Committee noted irrespective of the decision 
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of the Assembly in relation to Amendment A, Amendment B will still 
be before the Assembly for consideration – having been licensed, it can 
only be withdrawn at the request of the proposer and seconder and 
with the leave of the Assembly.

ROY MACKAY

Additional Reports from other Church Assemblies

Report on the General Synod of the Church of Ireland
May 2024, City Hotel, Armagh

The Very Rev Dr David Bruce reports:

1.	 Miss Helen Johnston (Elder, Elmwood) and I were privileged to 
represent PCI as official Guests to the General Synod. Business sessions 
were held in the City Hotel, Armagh, with an introductory Communion 
Service in St Patrick’s Cathedral in the city on the first day.

2.	 The decision-making processes for the Church of Ireland differ markedly 
from PCI. They mirror more closely the British Parliamentary system 
of Bills which pass through first second and third readings before 
becoming part of the constitution of the church. Separate motions can 
also be tabled, but have no constitutional status in their provisions. 

3.	 In his opening Presidential Address, the Archbishop of Armagh, Most 
Rev John McDowell, described our times as a hinge moment in history, 
the burden of which must not be carried alone, by one Christian 
tradition. He referred to a recent meeting of Anglican Primates in 
Rome during which they met with Pope Francis, who indicated that 
the primacy of the Holy Spirit was of greater significance to the work 
of God in the world than the Petrine primacy. This ecumenical spirit 
was reflected in the genuine welcome the official Guests from other 
churches received at the General Synod.

4.	 There were 11 Bills brought before the meeting, seeking changes to the 
constitution. This lengthy and sometimes technical process was ably 
and often humorously chaired by Rt Rev Michael Burrows, Bishop of 
Tuam, Limerick and Killaloe. 

5.	 At previous General Synods the Church of Ireland adjusted by 
amalgamation its presence in the west of Ireland, such that one Diocese 
now substantially covers the western seaboard of the Republic. The 
formation of this geographically large Diocese is in itself an indication 
of the determination of the Church of Ireland to adjust to new realities 
facing parish work across the country. 

6.	 There were over 20 Motions brought to the Synod, many of which 
resolved routine matters regarding membership of Committees etc. One 
debate on the opening day stood out however, being a private member’s 
motion on Baptism. This motion sought to affirm that irrespective of 
the marital status of the parents of an infant, a minister must not refuse 
to baptise any child, providing due notice has been given according to 
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established practice. Impassioned speeches in favour and against were 
heard, and the Synod voted separately as ministers and lay delegates. 
To pass, the motion needed more than 50% support of both ministers 
and lay persons, which it failed to do, so the motion fell. There were 
further debates on marriage, which in the report showed a dramatic 
reduction over the decades in the number of church weddings held 
within the denomination. Reports on Ministry, Youth, Property matters, 
and Liturgy were taken. Of particular interest to us were the excellent 
reports on Pioneer Ministry and Church Planting, demonstrating the 
clear commitment within the Church of Ireland (mirroring a similar 
desire within PCI) to new work in new places reaching people who, for 
whatever reasons, are currently outside the church. 

7.	 Gatherings of this kind provide opportunities for debate, and sometimes 
voices of dissent to be heard. Throughout the Synod, we were conscious 
of the determined and gracious leadership of the Church, and felt a 
deep warmth of welcome and hospitality as visiting delegates to the 
Synod. 

Report on the 2024 Conference of the Methodist Church in Ireland
June 2024, Assembly Buildings, Belfast

The Very Rev Dr Rob Craig reports:

1.	 The 255th Annual Conference of the Methodist Church in Ireland 
was held in the Assembly Building from 5th to 8th June 2024. The 
Conference opened in the traditional way with the Election and 
Installation of both the Lay Leader (Elaine Barnett) and the President 
(Rev Dr John Alderdice) of the Conference. In addition to the mix 
of praise and prayer, the keynote address from the Rev Dr Alderdice 
introduced the theme of the Conference for the transformation of the 
world. On each of the three morning devotions, this theme was further 
explored under the headings of Here, Held and Hope.

2.	 A quick gleaning of the Conference Blue book, together with the content 
of the business, revealed that the Methodist Church has been grappling 
with and seeking to respond biblically to some of the concerns with 
which we, as Presbyterians, and others have been seeking to address. 
There were brief reports about the ongoing work into liturgies for 
Communion, the use of church premises by other faith communities 
and a theology of safeguarding.

3.	 A fuller report outlining the Property Processes Policy reveals how 
the Methodist Church in Ireland is seeking to balance budgets and 
ensure that its property is fit for purpose. Among the five guiding 
principles, the attention of the Conference was drawn to the fact that 
every property decision is a missional decision. A statement which will 
resonate also with our Presbyterian family.

4.	 An even lengthier report entitled Principles of the Comprehensive 
Assessment would be more easily understood within our Presbyterian 
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family as the United Appeal. Having employed a consultant to 
examine Methodist central services and resources, the Conference 
was offered not only a written report of his finding but also a clear 
and easily understood PowerPoint presentation of the financial needs 
and resources of the denomination. The challenge for the Methodist 
Church is to find ways of living within its means.

5.	 The conference devoted time on both Thursday and Friday afternoons 
to consider its Faith and Order Committee Report on Human 
Sexuality. Along with this report, a list of FAQs (with answers) was 
made available to all attendees. It is impossible to summarise a report 
such as this in a few sentences. Acknowledging, however, the breadth 
of views within Irish Methodism, this report did affirm that all humans 
are made in the image of God; that sexuality is a gift from God; that 
marriage between a man and a woman point to the union of Jesus 
and his Church and to the joining together of heaven and earth. 
Likewise, the report recognised and apologised for failures in pastoral 
support and care. Working within its terms of reference, the working 
party concluded that, in respect of discipleship and service, it is the 
responsibility of the local Church Council to discern how people may 
serve in the local church.

6.	 On the Thursday afternoon, in keeping with Methodist practice the 
Conference broke up into small group round table discussion of the 
report. Feedback from this discussion came in the form of questions 
for the Friday report. When the report was formally presented several 
of the questions were addressed. In response to the report, some 17 
people rose to make speeches.

7.	 The Conference not only voted to receive this report, but it also agreed 
an amendment which affirms that adherence to MCI teaching on 
marriage requires faithfulness in marriage and celibacy outside of it; 
and that this is the goal of discipleship and a standard for spiritual 
leadership and teaching roles. The amendment also recognised that 
in their discernment processes church councils, circuit executives 
and MCI teams are accountable for maintaining these principles in a 
compassionate way for the spiritual edification of the Church.

8.	 The conference closed on Saturday afternoon with a service which 
included the Ordination of two new ministers and the approval of 
four probationers for ministry. In common with nearly all Christian 
churches in the UK and Ireland, the Methodist Church in Ireland needs 
more labourers for the harvest. It was a delight to attend, to meet 
friends old and new, to observe, listen and learn how others do their 
business for the Lord.

Moved by the Rev R.McM. Mackay, seconded by the Rev M.R. 
Burnside, and agreed: 
1.	 That the Draft Order of Business for the 2024 General Assembly 

be approved.
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2.	 That the “Guide to Assembly Procedure” (yellow pages) be 
approved with the appropriate General Assembly Standing Orders 
suspended when necessary to facilitate alternative presentations 
etc.

3.	 That at the 2024 General Assembly, substantive proposed 
amendments, which have not been submitted to the Business 
Committee for licensing in advance of the Assembly meeting, 
will only be permitted, at the discretion of the Moderator, if 
they genuinely arise in the course of debate, or if they relate to 
additional resolutions tabled in Supplementary Business.

4.	 That at the 2024 General Assembly, all resolutions of the Council 
for Training in Ministry relating to named individuals (i.e. CTM 
Resolutions 3–5) be taken in the Private Session on Saturday 
morning.

5.	 That a grant of up to £25,000 be made from the Incidental Fund 
to the Arrangements Panel of the General Assembly’s Business 
Committee.

6.	 That the initial report of the General Assembly’s Business 
Committee be received.

The REPORTS OF PRESBYTERIES (Reports pp101–106) along with 
Resolution 1 (Reports p286) were submitted by the Rev T.D. Gribben. 

Moved by the Rev T.D. Gribben, seconded by the Rev Dr T.D. Allen, 
and agreed:
1.	 That the Reports of Presbyteries be received.

TREVOR D. GRIBBEN

The Report of the COUNCIL FOR CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND 
WITNESS (Reports pp107–145) along with Resolution 1-4 (Reports p286) 
was submitted by Rev A.C. Rankin.

Moved by Rev A.C. Rankin, seconded by Rev D.H.Thompson, and 
agreed:
1.	 That the General Assembly welcome the Council for 

Congregational Life and Witness Present initiative and strongly 
encourage congregations to harness the potential it offers to 
envision and enable the development of their life and witness. 

2.	 That the Regulations comprising the redrafted Constitution of 
Presbyterian Women set out in Appendix 1 of the report be adopted 
from 1 July 2024, in place of the provisions of paragraph 308 in 
the current Code and that they be incorporated, as appropriate, 
into the Republished Code in due course. 
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3. 	 That the Guidance contained in the ‘Membership and Intellectual 
Disability’ resource set out in Appendix 2 of the report be approved 
and that the vows suggested for illustrative purposes be adopted 
and inserted as an appendix to the Book of Common Worship. 

A card vote was requested by more than 25 voting members standing 
in their places.

The resolution was declared passed with the numbers voting:  
For 244; Against 182.

DISSENT
Dissent to the decision on Resolution 3 was recorded by the following:

Craig Lynn
Michael McClenahan
Sam Bostock
Kenneth Brown
Philip Poots
Philip Boyd
Keith McIlroy
Richie Cronin
Alan Dickey
Alistair Smyth
Jonathan Boyd (Killyleagh)

Bryan Kee
Andrew Downey
Mark Neilly
Alistair Campbell
Mark Proctor
Robert McClure
Ben Johnston
James O’Neill
James Maguire
Ian Montgomery

4.	 That the report of the Council for Congregational Life and Witness 
be received.

The sederunt came to a close at 1pm, the Moderator pronouncing the 
Benediction.

______________________________
 

SECOND SESSION

Thursday, 20 June 2024	  2pm

The Assembly convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.
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Section 1 of the Report of the GENERAL COUNCIL (Reports pp1–25) 
along with Resolutions 7–11 (Reports p281-282) was submitted by the Very 
Rev Dr D.J. Bruce, together with the licensed amendments to Resolution 
7 in Supplementary Reports page S6, and the following Supplementary 
Report:

MEMORIAL RECORD
The Rev William Thomas John (Jack) Richardson, MBE, BA, BD, DD, 
Minister Emeritus (Released), Hillhall, died on 1 June 2024, in the 
eighty-second year of his age and the fiftieth year of his ministry. Born 
into a farming family at Deroran, Beragh, Co Tyrone, on 11 December 
1942 as the son of Thomas and Isobel Richardson, he had a sister Emily 
who died some years ago. His home congregation was 1st Omagh. He 
attended Deverney Primary school, going on after his father’s death to 
find employment with Home and Colonial Food Store (Lipton’s) and the 
Rates and Franchise office of Tyrone County Council, which enabled him 
to give support to his mother and sister. He returned to education in 1967 
at Belfast College of Commerce; then the New University of Ulster (as it 
was then called), where he graduated BA in 1971; and the Presbyterian 
College, through which he obtained his BD from Queen’s University, Belfast 
in 1975. Dr Richardson was licenced by the Presbytery of Omagh on 1 
June 1974, serving an assistantship in Fortwilliam Park congregation, being 
ordained as Assistant Minister there on 3 January 1975 by the Presbytery 
of North Belfast. He was installed by the Presbytery of Tyrone as minister 
of Newmills and Carland on 7 April 1976, and after a ministry there of six 
years was called to Hillhall, where he was installed on 4 June 1982 by the 
Presbytery of Dromore. Hillhall is the congregation most people associate 
with him, his 24 years there making up the greatest portion of his active 
ministry, his retirement coming on 31 December 2006. He became Minister 
Emeritus (Released) on 1 March 2022. During his time in Hillhall a new 
church hall was opened in 1987, a new manse built in 1995, and the church 
renovated in 1998. Sadly, the next year the hall was gutted by arson – it 
was reopened in 2002. Dr Richardson played a full part in the wider life 
of the church, including General Assembly committees. He was convener 
of the Committee on Christian Training from 1982-86 and of the Magee 
Fund Scheme Committee from 1986-93. A skilled pianist and organist, 
his knowledge of sacred music served the church well in his capacity as 
Convener of the Public Worship Committee from 1996-2004, and then as 
Convener of the Hymnal Committee from 2004-07. He was also Organiser 
for Day Schools (NI) from 1983-2001 and Memorial Record Secretary 
from 2004-2010. He was also President of the Christian Endeavour Irish 
Union from 1999-2001. In the community he was Chairman of the Board 
of Governors for Hillhall Primary School from 1982-2007; was a Governor 
for Lisnagarvey High School from 1996-2010, becoming Vice Chairman, 
then Chairman; and completed 28 years as part-time chaplain in Lagan 
Valley Hospital, retiring in 2016. In 2007 Church and State recognised the 
service he gave in both spheres. He was awarded the Degree of Doctor of 
Divinity by the Presbyterian Theological Faculty, Ireland; and was made 
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a Member of the British Empire. He married Sarah (Sally) English from 
Ballywillwill near Newcastle in 1972, the marriage producing four sons: 
Alan, John, Jeffrey and Neville. To them, and the extended family, we 
express our sympathy and echo the words of Matthew 25.21: “Well done, 
good and faithful servant!”

JIM STOTHERS

Moved by the Very Rev Dr D.J Bruce, seconded by the Rev T.D. 
Gribben, and agreed: 
7.	 That the General Assembly adopt the following revised underlined 

wording of the 2023 affirmation 4(iv), which was referred back to 
the General Council for further consideration by the 2023 General 
Assembly: “Similarly, in private discussion or as part of debate in 
wider groups outside the courts of the church, ministers and elders 
should approach such matters in a spirit of grace and humility, 
acknowledging their ordination vow to “yield submission in the 
Lord to the courts of this Church” and to “preserve the peace 
and unity of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland as part of the 
worldwide Church of Jesus Christ” (Code Par 212(5) for ministers 
and Par 205(4) for elders). It would therefore not be appropriate 
for an ordained minister or elder to fail to implement a decision 
taken by the courts of the Church, or publicly to promote a view 
which undermines the Church or opposes the stated policy of the 
Church on any matter apart from when the General Assembly has 
by resolution recognised liberty in the exercise of conscience on 
a specific matter, which exercise should be characterised by grace 
and humility.” 

An amendment was moved by Professor John Gillespie, seconded by 
the Rev Dr Tony Davidson:
7.	 That the General Assembly adopt the following revised underlined 

wording of the 2023 affirmation 4(iv), which was referred back to 
the General Council for further consideration by the 2023 General 
Assembly: “Similarly, in private discussion or as part of debate in 
wider groups outside the courts of the church, ministers and elders 
should approach such matters in a spirit of grace and humility, 
acknowledging their ordination vow to “yield submission in the 
Lord to the courts of this Church” and to “preserve the peace 
and unity of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland as part of the 
worldwide Church of Jesus Christ” (Code Par 212(5) for ministers 
and Par 205(4) for elders). It would therefore not be appropriate 
for an ordained minister or elder to fail to implement a decision 
taken by the courts of the Church, or publicly to promote a view 
which undermines the Church or opposes the stated policy of the 
Church.” 
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The amendment, not being accepted by the proposer and seconder, on 
being put to the House, was declared not to have passed. 

Business lapsed prior to Amendment B (Supplementary Reports pS6) being 
submitted.

[this resumed on Friday morning after General Council Section 3 – see page 
45]

The Report of the COUNCIL FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS (Reports pp146–
153) along with Resolutions 1–4 (Reports pp286–287) was submitted by 
Rev D.J. Kane, together with the following Supplementary Report, and 
additional Resolutions 5–7 (Supplementary Reports pS9):

ASSISTED SUICIDE AND EUTHANASIA TASK GROUP
1.	 Since the 2024 Reports went to print, society moves further to remove 

the fundamental understanding of the innate dignity and sanctity of 
human life. This is due to (in respect of our current Western culture) the 
continued growth of fundamentalist materialism, the rise of relative 
morality (with the loss of absolute morality) and radical individual 
autonomy. 

2.	 This Supplementary Report of the Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia 
(AS/E) Task Group wishes to engage both the whole Christian Church 
and all of our society in affirming the importance and innate dignity 
of every human life from conception to death as a precious gift from 
God. We propose this has to be done both internally within our 
congregations and externally to wider society. 

3.	 We recognise the clear moral distinction between assisting the dying 
person through end-of-life care/palliative care and actively and 
intentionally assisting their suicide or terminating their life. Legal 
approval of assisted suicide (intentionally assisting another person to 
commit suicide) and/or euthanasia (the active, intentional termination 
of a patient’s life) would cross a clear line in morality, legal and medical 
ethics. This would be a radical step, not seen since capital punishment 
was made illegal; that the state could facilitate death upon its citizens. 

4.	 God looks on human life as very valuable and sacred. Human life 
is beautifully and infinitely valuable because we are made in God’s 
image, elevated over everything else. Thus, because each person’s life 
has an inherent and equal value, beyond our comprehension and not 
conditional on capacity or productivity, we would clearly advocate 
opposition to any change in the law that would judge a person’s life 
to be worth more or less that anyone else’s. Therefore, irrespective of 
ill-health, dementia, disability, mental health, terminal diagnosis or 
any other attribute or circumstance a person finds themselves in, that 
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person’s innate value and dignity does not change in the sight of God.
5.	 The answers to questions 67, 68 and 69 of The Shorter Catechism 

dealing with the Sixth Commandment explain very clearly that 
Christians ought to take every care of our own lives and the lives of 
others as they are valued by God, and forbids the unjust taking of life. 
Any move to legislate for AS/E undermines this key biblical truth of 
God’s love for all. The fractured and broken world in which we are 
assigned responsible stewardship requires us to proclaim this timeless 
truth, and love all people irrespective of social cost and cultural ideas 
and trends. 

6.	 The conversation in this area, which for many is linked to the relief of 
suffering, needs to be informed, nuanced and compassionate without 
compromising upon ultimate truth. We affirm that we should never seek 
to claim God’s control over death to self-solve the mystery of suffering. 
Our solution to suffering is a call to love, reflecting the love of Jesus 
to the suffering of body and mind during his earthly ministry. ‘[Love] 
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres…’ , 
manifested in excellent social care, healthcare and palliative care. The 
Bible teaches uniquely that God Himself, in the person of Jesus Christ, 
experienced suffering. We believe in a God who knows what suffering 
feels like and is well able to walk alongside us and help us in our times 
of suffering. God is called “…the Father of compassion and the God of 
all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort 
those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 
For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also 
our comfort abounds through Christ.” Where personal autonomy and 
individual choice often drive the debate, we should remember that we 
were created for dependence, not self-sufficiency.

7.	 We should never lose hope and trust in God’s plan despite what we 
see in our world. This mystery is further outlined in Ecclesiastes 3:11 
“He (God) has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set 
eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done 
from beginning to end.” We can trust that God the Creator upholds 
and sustains all things, and His holy, wise, and perfect providence is 
working for our good and His glory. This is our comfort and confidence 
in our troubles and sufferings, and our steadfast hope as we face death 
and look forward to life everlasting. 

8.	 Current situation 
	 The current situation is stark, and legislative changes in one or other 

of the jurisdictions on these islands seems likely. We have outlined the 
current areas of the British Isles with AS/E legislation in the order of 
current progress:
a)	 Jersey as a crown dependency has voted in favour on the 22/5/24 

for legislation of ‘track 1’ (that is terminal illness), to be enacted 
in 18 months’ time, making Jersey the first to legalise; for both 
Euthanasia and assisted suicide. 

b)	 Isle of Man have voted in principle and legislation is moving 
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forward; for both euthanasia and assisted suicide. 
c)	 The McArthur Bill in Scotland is being debated in Holyrood in 

Autumn; This is for both Euthanasia and Assisted suicide. 
d)	 In the Republic of Ireland, at the time of writing there is no Bill, 

however, as noted in the CPA Annual report the Oireachtas Joint 
Committee on Assisted Dying has recommended a change in the 
law for both Euthanasia and Assisted suicide. There was also a 
minority report saying the opposite. 

e)	 In Westminster there is no current bill and the Health and Social 
Care Committee inquiry on assisted dying/assisted suicide remained 
neutral on the issue and the government response stated that they 
did not plan to establish a national strategy for death literacy. 
However, it should be noted that both Keir Starmer and Rishi 
Sunak have said they will provide a free vote with parliamentary 
time post general election on the 4th July. 

9.	 Aims of group 
	 In terms of contextualising the work of the task group ahead, there are 

five aspects.
a)	 To speak to and mobilise the members and congregations of 

the Presbyterian Church to affirm the importance of life and 
of reducing suffering and distress, and never put the two in 
opposition. To affirm the Godly principle that killing the sufferer 
is not synonymous with removing suffering. 

b)	 To advocate and provide concrete ways in which we, as people 
of Christian faith, can help support those in need across our 
communities which are practical and relevant in the context of the 
AS/E debate. 

c)	 To speak into the public square and demonstrate how Christian 
values are concordant with a compassionate, sensible, dignified 
and civilised society in which we value and protect each other. 

d)	 To highlight a real concern arising from the experience of law 
change in other jurisdictions of a trend in which this ‘choice’ 
becomes a suggestion and then becomes an expectation 
fundamentally changing the value of a human life. The option 
transitions to an obligation. 

e)	 To speak into the public square in the event of law change within 
Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland or a parallel jurisdiction, 
to strive to ensure that there are safe spaces away from pressure, 
suggestion and expectation to end one’s life prematurely. To 
always affirm a person’s value and innate dignity in the sight of 
God irrespective of any law change or belief.

10.	 Going forward it is the aim of the CPA through its AS/E TG in 
partnership with other relevant General Assembly Councils and bodies 
to develop more specific resources in relation to helping the Church 
affirm these principles in the face of any potential legislation which 
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brings these principles into question. This will have two aspects: -
i.	 Inward facing supports to help the church engage with the issues, 

develop deeper understanding, and promote engagement with law 
makers.

ii.	 Outer facing resource production and a specially equipped team 
to pre-emptively engage in strategic public discourse and media 
engagement.

Moved by the Rev D.J. Kane, seconded by the Rev T.D. Gribben, and 
agreed:
1. 	 That the General Assembly: 

(a)	 encourage the Council of Public Affairs to continue to pursue 
graciously confident gospel engagement in the public square 
through its interactions with the Northern Ireland Executive 
and the Governments of Ireland and the United Kingdom; 

(b)	 commend the invaluable work in both jurisdictions of many 
congregations and faith-based organisations in seeking to 
address the implications of the cost-of-living crisis; 

(c)	 welcome the restoration of the Stormont Assembly and 
urge politicians to continue to work together to ensure a 
sustainable future for Northern Ireland; 

(d)	 call on the Northern Ireland Executive Departments to work 
collaboratively towards the development and implementation 
of a comprehensive Programme for Government, for the 
common good and with a focus on the most vulnerable in 
society. 

2. 	 That the General Assembly: 
(a) commend the ongoing dedication and commitment of 

whose who serve on schools’ Boards of Governors (NI) 
and on Boards of Management (RoI) and encourage those 
Presbyterians with an interest in the education of children 
and young people to prayerfully consider serving and being 
actively involved in these roles; 

(b) recognise and commend the vital work carried out in 
Special Schools across the island of Ireland and encourage 
congregations to make real and meaningful links with such 
schools; 

(c)	 affirm the non-denominational Christian ethos of controlled 
schools in Northern Ireland as a sound framework for 
developing the educational, emotional, mental and spiritual 
wellbeing of children and young people; 

(d)	 express thanks to the Transferors Representative Council 
for its intervention in the Judicial Review JR87 (relating to 
collective worship and religious education in schools in NI) 
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which has led to a more encouraging outcome; 
(e)	 welcome the NI Department of Education’s common-sense 

approach to implementing legislation on the delivery of 
Relationships and Sexual Education in post-primary schools 
in Northern Ireland. 

3. 	 That the General Assembly express concern about the distress 
caused by the ongoing issues with Mica concrete in the Republic 
of Ireland and encourages the Council for Public Affairs to engage 
with government and raise awareness of the issue and the struggle 
of those affected; 

4. 	 That the General Assembly: 
(a)	 express deep concern about the recommendation from the 

Oireachtas Joint Committee to legislate for Assisted Suicide/
Euthanasia, which is will create precedent in undermining 
human dignity and the sanctity of life; 

	 Resolution 4(a) was corrected due to a typographic error, as 
follows:

(a)	 express deep concern about the recommendation from the 
Oireachtas Joint Committee to legislate for Assisted Suicide/
Euthanasia, which will create precedent in undermining 
human dignity and the sanctity of life; 

(b) 	encourage the Council for Public Affairs to engage 
proactively on this issue, promoting a compassionate and 
biblical response for the good of all in society across both 
jurisdictions.

5.	 That the General Assembly continue to affirm the innate dignity 
and value of human life from conception to death and express 
its dismay and warn of the danger and historical and cultural 
significance of moves to introduce Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia 
across the devolved parliaments of the UK and Northern Ireland, 
Crown Dependencies and the Republic of Ireland.

6.	 That the General Assembly adopt the overall direction of travel 
set out in the Supplementary Report of the Assisted Suicide and 
Euthanasia Task Group and encourage the Task Group to proceed 
with the utmost urgency.

7.	 That the report of the Council for Public Affairs be received. 

The Report of the COUNCIL FOR GLOBAL MISSION (Reports pp154–
190) along with Resolutions 1–7 (Reports p288) and amended Resolution 
2 (Supplementary Reports pS9) was submitted by Rev S.A. McCracken:

Moved by the Rev S.A. McCracken, seconded by Rev W.S. Marrs, and 
agreed:
1. 	 That the General Assembly give thanks to God for the resilient and 
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faithful witness of Christian communities in the Middle East, often 
in the face of significant adversity, and commend the Middle East 
Task Group Report together with its recommendations (Appendix 
C). 

2. 	 That the General Assembly receive with appreciation the 
Stewardship of Creation Task Group Report (Appendix D), note 
carefully its conclusions and encourage the Council to implement 
its recommendations. 

An amendment was submitted by the Rev T.D. Gribben, seconded by 
the Rev Dr T.D. Allen:
2.	 That the General Assembly receive with appreciation the 

Stewardship of Creation Task Group Report (Appendix D), note 
its conclusions and encourage the Council:

•	 to implement recommendations (a) and (b) within its own 
resources; 

•	 and to liaise with the relevant other Councils, funding 
and staffing bodies regarding the implications of 
recommendations (c)–(i) and report to the General Council, 
which will subsequently report to the 2025 General Assembly 
on the co-ordination of this work, in line with Par 272(4) of 
the Code. 

The amendment, being accepted by the proposer and seconder, was put 
to the House, and agreed.

Moved by the Rev S.A. McCracken, seconded by Rev W.S. Marrs, and 
agreed:
3.	 That the General Assembly give thanks to God for the enriching 

fellowship shared with partner churches, institutions and agencies 
around the world, and for opportunities to listen to, learn from, 
and serve together with them in the mission of Christ, not least 
those being most adversely impacted by conflict, persecution and 
extreme climatic conditions. 

4. 	 That the General Assembly give thanks for the dedication and 
creative endeavour of PCI’s global mission workers, as they seek 
to humbly collaborate in mission with PCI’s overseas partners, and 
for the faithful, generous resourcing of the Council’s work through 
the United Appeal. 

5. 	 That the General Assembly be encouraged by and thankful for 
the undiminished generosity of congregations and members of 
PCI in support of the World Development Appeal 2023 despite 
significant economic uncertainty, and commend the 2024 World 
Development Appeal to the whole church. 

6. 	 That the General Assembly commend the work of PCI’s relief and 
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development partners, Christian Aid and Tearfund (UK), as they 
seek to address global poverty and, mindful that PCI is an all-
Ireland church, instruct the Council to also progress a partnership 
with Tearfund Ireland. 

7. 	 That the report of the Council for Global Mission be received.

The Memorial of First and Second Markethill Kirk Session (Reports p94) 
along with Resolution 1 (Reports p288) was submitted by the Rev N.L. 
Smyth.

Moved by the Rev N.L. Smyth, seconded by the Rev W.D.S. McCullagh, 
and agreed:
1.	 That the Memorial be received and its prayer granted.

The Memorial of the Revs John Hanson and Alan McQuade (Reports p95) 
along with Resolution 1 (Reports p289) was submitted by the Rev J.H. 
Hanson.

Moved by the Rev J.H. Hanson, seconded by the Rev A.S. McQuade, 
and agreed:
1.	 That the Memorial be received and its prayer granted.

The sederunt came to a close at 6pm, the Moderator leading in prayer.

On Thursday evening, 20 June 2024, at 7.30pm, an evening Celebration 
with the theme Crossing Boundaries with Christ and for Christ, was led by 
the Moderator, with the speaker being the Rev John Risbridger.

______________________________
 

THIRD SESSION

Friday, 21 June 2024	 10am

The Assembly convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

Section 2 of The Report of the GENERAL COUNCIL (Reports pp31–46) 
along with Resolutions 12–13 (Reports p282) was submitted by the Rev Dr 
T.D. Allen, together with the following Supplementary report, and amended 
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Resolutions 12–13 in Supplementary Reports pS10:
1.	 Since the General Assembly Reports went to print, further thinking has 

been taking place regarding the envisaged denominational facilitation 
of the reconfiguration of ministry process, as outlined on page 38 of 
the Reports. In particular further consideration has been given to the 
post of ‘Convener of the Reconfiguration Committee’ of the Linkage 
Commission, as outlined in Recommendation 2, again on page 38 of 
the Reports.

2.	 It is recognised that this role will be key in seeking to facilitate all 19 
Presbyteries in the significant piece of work they will be undertaking. 
Therefore, so as to not narrow down options at this stage, a slightly 
Revised Recommendation 2 is presented for consideration by the 
General Assembly (new wording underlined and old wording stroked 
out) and a related Revised Resolution 12 (Reports page 282, with new 
additional wording underlined) to enable the General Assembly to 
adopt the Revised Recommendation 2, if the Assembly sees fit. 

Reconfiguration of Ministry Task Group – Revised Recommendation 2 
(Reports page 38)

That the group within Linkage Commission which deals directly with 
this will be its Reconfiguration Committee [LCRC]. This will consist of 
the members of the Business Panel, along with three other members 
appointed by the Commission. The Reconfiguration Committee may also, 
at the invitation of the convener, be supplemented by people with specific 
expertise who will sit and deliberate, from both within and without the 
Commission. 
That a post of Convener of the Reconfiguration Committee, is created, 
remunerated on the basis of 25% of a full-time post. The convener of 
this Committee will lead in the interaction between the Commission and 
presbyteries. 
That the convener of the LCRC ensure that there is adequate representation 
of CLW on the Committee in its interactions with presbyteries.

DAVID J. BRUCE (Convener of the General Council)
TREVOR D. GRIBBEN (Clerk of Assembly)

Moved by the Rev Dr T.D. Allen, seconded by the Very Rev Dr W.J. 
Henry: 
12.	 That the report of the Reconfiguration of Ministry Task Group be 

received and its Recommendations 1–9 be adopted. 

An amendment to Resolution 12 was moved by the Very Rev Dr D.J. 
Bruce, seconded by the Rev T.D. Gribben:
12.	 That the report of the Reconfiguration of Ministry Task Group 

be received and its Recommendations 1–9 be adopted, with 
Recommendation 2 in its revised form as outlined in the 
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Supplementary Reports.
Being accepted by the proposer and seconder, this was put to the House 
and agreed.

Moved by the Rev Dr TD Allen, seconded by the Very Rev Dr WJ 
Henry: 
13.	 That Section 3 of the report of the General Council be received.

A corrected Resolution 13, due to a typographical error, was moved 
by the Clerk:
13. That Section 2 of the Report of the General Council be received.

On being put to the House, this was agreed.

Section 3 of The Report of the GENERAL COUNCIL (Reports pp47–68) 
along with Resolutions 14-17 (Reports p282–284) was submitted by the 
Rev T.D. Gribben, together with the following Supplementary report, and 
additional Resolutions 14(d) and 16(a) (Supplementary Reports pS12):

A.	 Implementation of proposals of the Reconfiguration of Ministry Task 
Group

1.	 Flowing from the recommendations of the Reconfiguration of 
Ministry Task Group, Resolutions relating to the membership of a new 
‘General Assembly Structures and Resources Review Panel’ and a new 
‘Ministerial Training Review Sub-Panel’ are included in Resolutions 
14(a) and 14(b) respectively (Reports pages 282-283). These groups 
will both sit under the General Council and report to the General 
Assembly through that Council. Since the Reports went to print, 
Conveners and Chairs of these groups have now been identified, as 
follows:
•	 General Assembly Structures and Resources Review Panel
	 Convener – Rev David Irvine; Chair- Very Rev Dr William Henry
•	 Ministerial Training Review Sub-Panel
	 Convener – Very Rev Dr Rob Craig; Chair – Rev Dr Graham 

Connor
2.	 Resolution 14(c), on page 283 of the Reports, relates to the membership 

of a new ‘Transitional Implementation Steering Group’, which will be 
a short-term group simply to ensure the transition “from vision to 
reality” in relation to the new process coming into place in relation 
to Reconfiguration of Ministry. It will be convened by the Clerk of 
Assembly and chaired by the General Council Convener. To ensure that 
procedures are in place to deal with any currently unforeseen matters, 
or to make any necessary additional decisions that are required because 
of the ‘knock on effect’ of other decisions, Additional Resolution 14(d) 
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is appended to delegate authority to the General Council in this regard. 

B.	 Review of Safeguarding within PCI
3.	 As the Supplementary Reports were going to print, discussions have 

been ongoing regarding a proposed significant review of Safeguarding 
within PCI. It is anticipated that this will involve a major amount of 
work over the next two years, which will cover both the need to learn 
from the past as well as identifying and delivering improvement in 
current practice, including developing new, and improving existing, 
policies procedures and guidance.

4.	 As a result of the scale of this anticipated work, there will be a need 
for additional resources, initially to conduct the review and then to 
implement, after due consideration and agreement, its recommendations. 
The scope of the review will also require new governance structures to 
be put in place to oversee the different facets of the review and ensure 
accountability and oversight of the staff who will be involved.

5.	 Detailed recommendations regarding both resources and governance for 
the review of Safeguarding within PCI are not yet finalised. Therefore, 
recognising that this is a matter that needs to be moved forward as soon 
as practicably possible and that this will have wider denominational 
implications, it is recommended that the General Assembly Advisory 
Committee be delegated authority to take all decisions necessary 
on behalf of the General Assembly regarding both the allocation of 
resources and the putting into place of new governance arrangements 
for the review of Safeguarding within PCI. An appropriate resolution 
to this effect is appended (see Additional Resolution 16(a) below). It 
should be clearly noted that this delegated authority is for the period 
of the review only. Any longer-term recommendations coming out of 
the review regarding Safeguarding within the Presbyterian Church 
in Ireland, including its resourcing and governance, will come to the 
General Assembly for consideration and decision. 

TREVOR D. GRIBBEN

Moved by the Rev T.D. Gribben, seconded by the Very Rev Dr D.J. 
Bruce, and agreed: 
14.	 That the following is recommended with regard to the 

implementation of the recommendations of the Reconfiguration of 
Ministry Task Group (if adopted by the 2024 General Assembly): 

(a) 	 That the recommended review of denominational-level 
structures, resources and buildings, including those at 
Assembly Buildings and Union College, be carried forward 
by the following ‘General Assembly Structures and Resources 
Review Panel’, reporting to the General Council and through 
it to the General Assembly: 

	 Moderator and Clerk of Assembly; Convener of the General 
Council; Financial Secretary, Convener of the Support 
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Services Committee and its Finance Convener; Very Rev 
Dr William Henry, the Rev Daryl Edwards, Rev David 
McCullagh, Mr Martin Hampton; Mrs Avril Heenan, Rev 
Adrian McLernon, Mr Edgar Jardine, Rev David Irvine, Mr 
Joe Campbell, Rev Niall Lockhart, Rev Stephen McNie.

(b)	 That the recommended review of the training of ministers 
of Word and Sacrament be carried forward by the following 
‘Ministerial Training Review Sub-Panel’, reporting to the 
‘General Assembly Structures and Resources Review Panel’ 
and through it to the General Council and the General 
Assembly: 

	 Moderator and Clerk of Assembly; Convener of the General 
Council, Convener and Secretary of the Council for Training 
in Ministry; the Principal of UTC and the Professor of 
Ministry and Director of the Institute for Ministry; Very Rev 
Dr Rob Craig, Prof Paul Hanna, Rev Joanne Smith, Dr Lena 
Morrow, Rev Dr David Cupples, Rev Darren McCorriston, 
Very Rev Dr Frank Sellar, Mr Rick Hill, Rev Dr Graham 
Connor, Rev Angus Stewart, Rev Dr Keith McCrory. 

(c) 	 That the recommended ‘Transitional Implementation 
Steering Group’ of the General Council (to ensure that there 
is an effective transition from the vision to reality of the 
agreed recommendations of the Reconfiguration of Ministry 
Task Group) be as follows:   

	 Moderator, Clerk and Deputy Clerk of Assembly; Convener 
of the General Council; Convener and Chairman of the 
Linkage Commission; Very Rev Dr William Henry, Rev Sam 
Finlay, Mr Rick Hill and the Rev David Thompson. 

Additional Resolution 14(d), Supplementary Reports pS12
(d)	 That the General Council be delegated authority to take 

all decisions necessary on behalf of the General Assembly 
in relation to any unforeseen matters resulting from the 
implementation of the agreed decisions in relation to the 
Reconfiguration of Ministry Report, including (but not 
restricted to) any required resourcing matters or staffing 
readjustments/appointments. 

15.	 That the following is recommended to deal with various presenting 
issues: 

(a)	 That, in light of the anticipated necessary property 
expenditure in the region of £3 million, the future 
requirements and provision of buildings for PCI’s theological 
education be part of the remit of the proposed General 
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Assembly Structures and Resources Review Panel and its 
Ministerial Training Review Sub-Panel. 

(b)	 That consideration of longer-term staffing at Union 
Theological College be part of the remit of the proposed 
Ministerial Training Review Sub-Panel of the General 
Assembly Structures and Resources Review Panel. 

(c) That the proposed General Assembly Structures and 
Resources Review Panel be instructed, as part of its remit, 
to take forward a detailed overview of the structure, remits 
and responsibilities of the General Assembly’s Councils and 
Commissions. 

(d) 	That the report regarding the Financial position of the 
Council for Social Witness (CSW) be noted; that the officers 
of the Support Services Committee continue to monitor 
the situation in the short to medium term; and that the 
wider issues relating to CSW be included in the remit of 
the proposed General Assembly Structures and Resources 
Review Panel. 

16.	 That an appropriate report and resolution be brought to the 
2025 General Assembly to formalise a relationship (Fraternal – 
Confessional) and that a representative of EPC(USA) be invited to 
be present at the 2025 General Assembly when the relationship is 
being formalised. 

Additional Resolution 16(a), Supplementary Reports pS12
16. (a) That the General Assembly Advisory Committee be delegated 

authority to take all decisions necessary on behalf of the General 
Assembly regarding both the allocation of resources and the 
putting into place of new governance arrangements, for the review 
of Safeguarding within PCI.

17.	 That Section 3 of the report of the General Council be received.

Debate resumed of Section 1 of the Report of the General Council – (see 
page 34).

Resolution 7. 
An amendment was moved by the Very Rev Dr T.W.J. Morrow, 
seconded by the Very Rev Dr F.P. Sellar:
7.	 That the General Assembly adopt the following revised underlined 

wording of the 2023 affirmation 4(iv), which was referred back to 
the General Council for further consideration by the 2023 General 
Assembly: “Similarly, in private discussion or as part of debate in 
wider groups outside the courts of the church, ministers and elders 
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should approach such matters in a spirit of grace and humility, 
acknowledging their ordination vow to “yield submission in the 
Lord to the courts of this Church” and to “preserve the peace 
and unity of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland as part of the 
worldwide Church of Jesus Christ” (Code Par 212(5) for ministers 
and Par 205(4) for elders).

	 It would therefore not be appropriate for an ordained minister 
or elder to fail to implement a decision taken by the courts of 
the Church, or publicly to promote a view which undermines 
the Church or opposes the stated policy of the Church, however, 
when, by resolution, the General Assembly has recognized liberty 
in the exercise of conscience on a specific matter, office bearers 
may express their reasons for dissent with grace and humility but 
must not oppose or hinder the implementation of the policy and 
law of the Church.

A small amendment proposed by the Rev TJ Stothers was agreed by the 
proposer and seconder
	 It would therefore not be appropriate for an ordained minister 

or elder to fail to implement a decision taken by the courts of 
the Church, or publicly to promote a view which undermines the 
Church or opposes the stated policy of the Church.  However, 
when, by resolution, the General Assembly has recognized liberty 
in the exercise of conscience on a specific matter, office bearers 
may express their reasons for dissent with grace and humility but 
must not oppose or hinder the implementation of the policy and 
law of the Church.

The amendment, not being accepted by the proposer and seconder, on 
being put to the House, was declared passed by 256 for, to 163 against, 
and so became the substantive resolution. 

On being put to the House as the substantive resolution, it was declared 
passed.

DISSENT
Dissent to the decision on Resolution 7 was recorded by the following:
	 Rev Richard Cronin	 Mr David Gillespie.

Business lapsed prior to Resolution 8 being put to the House (Reports 
p282), and resumed on Friday afternoon (see page 49).

The sederunt came to a close at 1.05pm, the Moderator leading in prayer.
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______________________________
 

FOURTH SESSION

Friday, 21 June 2024	 2pm

The Assembly convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

LISTENING TO THE GLOBAL CHURCH
Rev S.A. McCracken introduced the presentation highlighting the theme 
‘Treasure in Jars of Clay’ taken from 2 Corinthians 4:7, and encouraging 
people to embrace their weakness so that they may be empowered by God. 
Rev W.S. Marrs then interviewed Rev Catherine Makombe, a minister of 
the General Church of Central Africa Presbyterian, Ntonda Parish, Blantyre 
Synod with regard to the challenges and opportunities being faced by the 
people of Malawi at this time, in particular the need to reach out to children 
and young people who form such a large proportion of the population; 
also, the need to support communities facing acute hunger as the result of 
the failure of harvests in 2023 and 2024.   
Rev W.S. Marrs introduced a presentation by Rev Sashko Nezamutdinov, 
minister of Christ the Saviour Congregation of the National Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church of Poland, who spoke about the congregation’s 
outreach to displaced Ukrainians, its publishing ministry and the 
denomination’s vision to plant Presbyterian Churches in every major city 
throughout Poland.  
Rev TP Fleming interviewed Dr Prem Subedi, Chief Executive Officer of 
the Cross .R.eformed Centre, an arm of the Nepali Reformed Church 
working with believers in local churches to see transformation of the 
poorest communities, that they might become flourishing, resilient Christ-
centred communities. He also spoke of the significant opposition sometimes 
encountered by the Church in Nepal.
Subsequent to each section, there was a minute of prayerful reflection 
and, following the final presentation, the Moderator provided a closing 
reflection, bringing the session to a close with prayer.

The Report of the JUDICIAL COMMISSION (Reports pp276–277) along 
with Resolutions 1 and 2 (Reports p289) was submitted by the Rev N.A.L. 
Cameron:



48	 MINUTES

Moved by the Rev N.A.L. Cameron, seconded by the Rev T.J. Stothers: 
Corrected Resolution, Supplementary Reports pS13
1.	 That the Final Draft of the Republished Code, as presented to the 

2024 General Assembly with agreed amendments (if any) be sent 
down to Presbyteries under the Barrier Act (existing Code Par 
112). 

An amendment was moved in the name of Rev R.J.A. McClure, 
seconded by Rev C.N. Lynn (Supplementary Reports pS12):
	 The Draft Republished Code as presented to the 2024 General 

Assembly states:
226. The Presbytery shall: 
226.1 require that a Kirk Session maintains an appropriate 

number of services in the congregation each Sunday and, 
in addition make provision, where practicable, for holding 
meetings during the week for praise, prayer, and religious 
instruction;

	 Delete Par 226.1 and replace with:
226.1 require that a Kirk Session maintains two services each 

Sunday, unless they decide otherwise and, in addition make 
provision, where practicable, for holding meetings during 
the week for praise, prayer, and religious instruction.

The amendment, not being accepted by the proposer and seconder, on 
being put to the House, was declared passed, with 175 for, and 147 
against and, as such, became part of the report.

An amendment was moved in the name of the Rev Jonathan Boyd, 
seconded by the Rev A.D. Burke (Supplementary Reports pS12 and 
13).
	 The Draft Republished Code as presented to the 2024 General 

Assembly states:
232. The purpose of a Consultation is to enquire into the life of 

the consultee in order to discover: 
232.1 matters to celebrate for the encouragement of the consultee, 

and to inspire the rest of Presbytery; 
232.2 challenges faced by the consultee, so that Kirk Session 

can be directed and equipped to deal with the most pressing 
issues; 

232.3 any concerns that Kirk Session may have and which may 
require the intervention of Presbytery.
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Delete Par 232.3 and replace with:
232.3 any concerns that Kirk Session may be struggling to deal 

with, requiring the intervention of Presbytery.

The amendment, on being accepted by the prosper and seconder, as 
such, became part of the report.

2.	 That the report of the Code Republishing Panel be received.

Debate Resumed – Section 1 of the Report of the General Council – (see 
page 45).

Moved by the Very Rev Dr D.J. Bruce, seconded by the Rev T.D. 
Gribben, and agreed:
8. 	 That in the material provided to Presbyteries relating to the 

nomination of the Moderator of the General Assembly, information 
on each nominated minister contained in the Church’s Directory 
shall be clearly set out, with abbreviations removed and current 
charge/ charges, presbytery, and any additional current roles 
within the Church clearly stated.

9.	 That from the 2025 General Assembly onwards, business sessions 
shall normally no longer be held on Saturdays, unless because 
of exceptional circumstances and on the recommendation of the 
General Council. 

10.	 That all annual meetings of the General Assembly, from 2025 
onwards, be held in the week containing the second Monday in 
June. 

11.	 That Section 1 of the report of the General Council, with the 
exception of the Initial Report of the General Assembly Business 
Committee, be received.

Intermission

INSTALLATION OF MODERATOR
The Right Rev Dr S. Mawhinney, Moderator of the General Assembly, 
welcomed all present.
The Moderator led in public worship, expressing thanks for the help he had 
received during his year in office. 
The Moderator asked the Assembly to proceed to the election and 
appointment of a successor to him in office for the ensuing year.
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The Clerk submitted the nominations of Presbyteries for the Moderatorship 
as follows:-
	 The Rev Dr Richard Martin Murray 	 9 nominations
	 The Rev Trevor David Gribben		  5 nominations
	 The Rev Richard Cameron Kerr		 3 nominations
	 The Rev Mairisine Stanfield		  2 nominations

On the motion of the Clerk, the Rev T.D. Gribben, seconded by the Deputy 
Clerk, the Rev Dr T.D. Allen, the Rev Dr R.M. Murray was unanimously 
called to the Chair, welcomed by the retiring Moderator and commended 
to God in prayer.
The Right Rev Dr R.M. Murray addressed the House.

The sederunt came to a close at 5.30pm, the Moderator leading in prayer.

______________________________
 

FIFTH SESSION

Friday, 21 June 2024	 7.30pm

The Assembly convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

The Report of the LINKAGE COMMISSION (Reports pp191–204) along 
with Resolutions 1–4 (Reports p289) was submitted by the Rev R.K. 
Graham, together with the following Supplementary report, and additional 
Resolution 3(a) (Supplementary Reports pS14):
1.	 The Linkage Commission received correspondence from the Presbytery 

of North Belfast after the deadline for the publication of General 
Assembly Reports. Presbytery informed the Commission that the Kirk 
Session of Woodvale congregation had indicated that, with deep regret, 
it would like steps to be taken to allow the congregation to close.

2.	 For many years, the congregation has been a faithful witness to the 
gospel within the Upper Shankill area of North Belfast. However, 
with secularisation and changing demographics, the congregation 
has declined, and most remaining members travel into Woodvale to 
worship. Today, they have no Sunday school or youth organisations, 
and the leadership within the congregation believe that the time is right 
for the congregation to cease worship and close.
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3.	 In addition, the church building is listed, and is infected with dry rot. 
This would require a huge amount of money to be spent in order to 
eradicate it. The minister retired in May 2024, and it is the desire of the 
congregation to end well, with their remaining resources being used to 
continue gospel witness in the area.

4,	 The Linkage Commission shares the Kirk Session’s regret at the 
situation the congregation is in, and commends the leadership of the 
congregation for this far-sighted and gospel-centred approach.

5.	 The Secretary of the Linkage Commission’s Church Architecture and 
Manses Panel, and PCI’s Property Manager are liaising with Presbytery 
in this.

6.	 The specific request made by Presbytery to the Linkage Commission 
is that the congregation of Woodvale be merged into the Presbytery of 
North Belfast. 

7.	 This is the first time that a proposal has been made to merge a 
congregation into a Presbytery. The General Assembly’s Solicitor has 
been consulted and has advised that this technical merger is procedurally 
possible as far as the Charity Commission is concerned, as both the 
congregation and the Presbytery are charities. It is the preferred option 
of the Kirk Session, Presbytery and Linkage Commission, as there is 
no obvious congregation for Woodvale to merge into, and the issues 
regarding the church building may be challenging. This technical 
merger allows for the legal and property issues to be addressed.

8.	 It is intended that services will cease in Woodvale at a time to be 
determined by the Kirk Session, possibly in the early autumn of 2024. 
Prior to this, Presbytery will put in place arrangements to ensure that 
all existing members find a new spiritual home and receive pastoral 
care. The congregation as a charity may well exist beyond this point, 
in order to allow for the disposal of assets, with the support and 
facilitation of the Presbytery. 

R.K. GRAHAM

Moved by the Rev R.K. Graham, seconded by Mr K. Belshaw, and 
agreed: 
1.	 That the congregation of Second Newtownards be merged into 

the congregation of First Newtownards on 31 December 2024, 
or other suitable date, on such terms as set by the Linkage 
Commission. 

2.	 That  the Congregation of Windsor, into which Great Victoria 
Street has been merged, be known henceforth as South Kirk.  

3.	 That the revised parish bounds for the Monaghan, Dublin and 
Munster and South Belfast Presbyteries, as set out in Appendices 
1–2, be approved. 
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Additional Resolution 3(a)
3.(a)That the congregation of Woodvale be merged with the Presbytery 

of North Belfast on 31 December 2024, or other suitable date, on 
terms set by the Linkage Commission.

4.	 That the report of the Linkage Commission be received.

The Report of the COUNCIL FOR MISSION IN IRELAND (Reports 
pp205-244) along with Resolutions 1-5 (Reports 289–290) was formally 
submitted by the Clerk.

Moved by the Clerk, seconded by the Deputy Clerk, and agreed:
1. 	 That the General Assembly affirm the Council in its desire to 

respond to the rapid expansion of the major cities and towns 
of Ireland through its priorities and resourcing, in particular 
through new church development, the calling of ministers and the 
development of suitable mission projects and roles, in collaboration 
with the relevant Presbyteries. 

2. 	 That the General Assembly express profound gratitude for the 
work of our Healthcare, Prisons, Forces and Rural Chaplains, 
recognising the opportunities for ministry and mission in these 
challenging contexts. 

3. 	 That the report on the Strategic Future of the International Meeting 
Point be received and its recommendations adopted, affirming that 
the call on the church “to love those who are foreigners” (Deut 
10:19) among us is strongly held as both a missional principle 
and a prophetic sign to wider Irish society; and that as a tangible 
outworking of such, the Council be encouraged to collaborate with 
Presbyteries where need might be greatest in proactively seeking to 
develop new IMP centres elsewhere in Ireland. 

4. 	 That the General Assembly note the Council’s review of the 
Rural Chaplaincy Pilot Project and the Council’s affirmation of 
its continuation in the form of an ongoing scheme (along with 
associated recommendations); and that the General Assembly 
refer this to the Priorities Reference Panel for consideration with 
a report and recommendations being brought to the General 
Council for decision on behalf of the Assembly. 

5. 	 That the report of the Council for Mission in Ireland be received.

The Report of the TRUSTEES OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 
IRELAND (Reports pp245–249) along with Resolutions 1–2 (Reports 
p290) was formally submitted by the Clerk. 
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Moved by the Clerk, seconded the Deputy Clerk, and agreed:
1. 	 That the recommendations be adopted in relation to: (a) the Mrs 

AM Davidson Trust; (b) the Sir Wm V McCleery Trust; (c) the 
Miss Irene Scott Trust; (d) the Miss Ida Mary McGeown Trust; (e) 
the Victor Morrow Trust. 

2. 	 That the Report of the Trustees of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland be received.

The Report of the COUNCIL FOR SOCIAL WITNESS (Reports pp250–
263) along with Resolutions 1–5 (Reports pp290–291) was formally 
submitted by the Clerk.

Moved by the Clerk, seconded by the Deputy Clerk, and agreed:
1. 	 That the General Assembly commend the Council for Social 

Witness managers and staff for their commitment to deliver 
excellent care to service users and relatives throughout 2023. 

2. 	 That the General Assembly welcome the Council’s continuing 
work to place its finances on a long-term sound footing. 

3. 	 That the General Assembly welcome the start of work to update 
and streamline safeguarding arrangements for the denomination. 

4. 	 That the General Assembly welcome the Business Objectives set by 
the Council for 2024 5. That the report of the Council for Social 
Witness be received.

The Report of the COUNCIL FOR TRAINING IN MINISTRY (Reports 
pp264–273) along with Resolutions 1-2 (Reports p291) was formally 
submitted by the Clerk, together with the following Supplementary Report:

1.	 The Council for Training in Ministry wishes to highlight information 
regarding two of the applicants being recommended in Resolution 3 
and the following flexible pathways that are being requested by the 
Council in Resolutions 4c and 4d.

2.	 Mr Mark Annett and Mr Josh Lowry were interviewed, and very 
positively and warmly recommended by their respective panels, but due 
to a procedural matter that emerged only at the end of the interview 
process, the cases of both candidates had to be considered further by 
the Ministerial Studies and Development Committee and, in turn, the 
Council.

3.	 For both applicants, it was only at the completion of their interviews, 
that it was realised that they did not actually meet the General Assembly 
requirements with regard to academic qualifications. Both candidates 
were made aware of this oversight and were supported pastorally by 
their local minister, presbytery representative and an office-bearer of 
Council.
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4.	 After much prayerful consideration and reflection, the MSDC brought 
a recommendation to the Council that, in this instance, and without 
setting a precedent, both candidates should be recommended to the 
Assembly for acceptance as students for the ministry.

5.	 It is recognised that these are exceptional cases and, as a Council, lessons 
have been learnt about how to tighten procedures going forward. 
And so, in Resolutions 3, and 4c and 4d, recommendations are being 
brought that both applicants are accepted as students for the ministry, 
with Mark Annett completing a regular three-year CTM student 
pathway and associated placements, and Josh Lowry commencing a 
four-year student pathway, with year one acting as a foundation year, 
followed by three years on a regular CTM student pathway.

6.	 This is a unique and unexpected situation, and the Council would 
emphasise that it is in no way seeking to pre-empt any review of 
ministry training that may happen in the future. However, with the 
applicants having gone the whole way through the interview process, 
and received strongly positive and warm recommendations from the 
interview panels, the Council believes that the most appropriate course 
of action is contained in Resolutions 3 and 4c and 4d (which are to be 
taken in the Private Session on Saturday morning).

Correction 
	 P269, Par 35, should read, ‘He will begin a 36-month assistantship 

when a suitable placement is found.’

Moved by the Clerk, seconded by the Deputy Clerk, and agreed:
1.	 That that the closing date for applications to Ordained Ministry 

be changed from 15 September to 31 August. 
2. 	 Consolidated Resolution 

(a)	 That the assessment for the Ministerial Development 
Programme be set to raise £25,000. 

(b)	 That the assessment for the Students’ Bursary Fund be set to 
raise £400,000.

Section 4 of The Report of the GENERAL COUNCIL (Reports pp69–71) 
along with Resolutions 18–22 (Reports p284–285) was submitted by the 
Rev T.W.A. Greer, together with additional Resolution 18(e) (Supplementary 
Reports pS15):

Moved by the Rev T.W.A. Greer, seconded by the Rev Jonathan Boyd, 
and agreed: 
18. That the following resignations be accepted, and appointments 

made: 
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(a)	 the resignation of the Very Rev Dr F.P. Sellar as Convener of 
the Council for Mission in Ireland, that he be thanked for his 
services, and that the Rev Dr B.J. Walker be appointed in his 
place.

 (b)	 the resignation of the Very Rev Dr I.J. Patterson as Convener 
of the Union Theological College Management Committee, 
that he be thanked for his services, and that the Very Rev Dr 
J.A. Kirkpatrick, be appointed in his place. 

(c)	 the resignation of Ms Karen Jardine as Acting Convener of 
the State Education Committee, that she be thanked for her 
services, and that the Rev Robert Herron be appointed in her 
place. 

(d)	 the resignation of the Rev J.P. Stanbridge as Convener of 
the Specialist Services Committee, that he be thanked for 
his services, and that the Very Rev Dr C.J.C. McMullen be 
appointed in his place. 

Additional Resolution 18(e)
(e) That the conveners and members of the Healthcare, Prisons 

and Forces Chaplaincy Committee and the Universities and 
Colleges Chaplaincy Committee, be thanked for their service 
and discharged, and that the Committee for Chaplaincy, as 
contained in the Nominations Booklet, be appointed in place 
of these two committees.

19.	 That the Rev Robert Herron be, and is hereby nominated and 
appointed by the General Assembly as a Trustee of the Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland in room of the Rev Dr Donald Watts, retired, 
and the appointment of the Rev Robert Herron as a said Trustee 
due attestation is made by the signature of the Moderator of 
the General Assembly and the Clerk of the General Assembly in 
accordance with the provisions of the Irish Presbyterian Church 
Act, 1871. 

20. That Mrs Joan Hunter be, and is hereby nominated and appointed 
by the General Assembly as a Trustee of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland in room of Mrs Avril Heenan, retired, and the appointment 
of Mrs Joan Hunter as a said Trustee due attestation is made by 
the signature of the Moderator of the General Assembly and the 
Clerk of the General Assembly in accordance with the provisions 
of the Irish Presbyterian Church Act, 1871. 

21.	 That the nominations to the General Assembly Commissions, 
Councils and Committees (as tabled in the separate Nomination 
Booklet) be approved.

22. That Section 4 of the report of the General Council be received.
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The sederunt came to a close at 9pm, the Moderator leading in prayer.

______________________________
 

SIXTH SESSION

Saturday, 22 June 2024	 10am

The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

In Private

The Clerk read the following statement:
	 In line with the long-standing policy of the General Assembly, when any 

matter is before a civil court or authority where a threat of bringing a 
matter before a civil court or authority has been made, there should be 
no discussion on such matters nor any reference to such matters in any 
way whatsoever. 

The Moderator stated:
	 In light of the statement of the Clerk of the General Assembly and 

the advice of the General Assembly Solicitor, I rule that no question 
can be asked, nor speech made, during this meeting of the Assembly, 
referencing in any way, directly or indirectly, any matters that are 
before a civil court or authority where there is a threat of bringing a 
matter before a civil court or authority has been made.

	 I would ask all members of the House to fully respect this ruling.

The Report of the JUDICIAL COMMISSION (Reports pp274–275) 
along with Resolution 1 (Reports 293), together with the Confidential 
Supplementary Report and additional Resolution 2 (Confidential 
Supplementary Report Booklet pp1–11), was submitted by the Rev N.A.L. 
Cameron:

Moved by the Rev N.A.L. Cameron, seconded by the Rev T.D. Gribben, 
and agreed:
1.	 That the report of the Judicial Commission be received.
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Additional Resolution 2 (Confidential Supplementary Report Booklet 
p11)
2.	 That the Council for Congregational Life and Witness be asked 

to consider the provision of up-to-date guidance/guidelines for 
Kirk Sessions in relation to the process of electing ruling elders, 
with particular reference to the use of the ‘Selection by the Kirk 
Session’ method as outlined in Par 178(2) of the current Code and 
the proposed Par 28.2 of the Republished Code. 

An amendment was moved by the Rev A.D. Burke, seconded by the 
Rev S.A. Woodburn:

Delete Resolution 2 and replace with the following:
2.	 That the Council for Congregational Life and Witness be asked 

to consider the provision of up-to-date guidance for Kirk Sessions 
in relation to the process of electing ruling elders, with particular 
reference to the use of the ‘Selection by the Kirk Session’ method 
as outlined in Par 178(2) of the current Code and the proposed Par 
28.2 of the Republished Code.

The amendment, not being accepted by the proposer and seconder, on 
being put to the House, was declared not to have passed. 

The Report of the COMMISSION ON APPLICATIONS (Reports p279) 
along with Resolutions 1–2 (Reports p293), together with the Confidential 
Supplementary Report (Confidential Supplementary Report Booklet pp12–
13) was submitted by the Rev T.D. Gribben:

Moved by the Rev T.D. Gribben, seconded by the Rev Dr T.D. Allen, 
and agreed:
1.	 That the Commission on Applications be authorised to deal, on 

behalf of the Assembly, with appeals from Presbytery decisions 
not to seek the retention under its care of licentiates not in an 
assistantship, or deaconesses not in a post or ministers without 
charge. 

2.	 That the report of the Commission on Applications be received.

The Report of the SPECIAL COMMISSION (Reports p278) along with 
Resolution 1 (Reports p293), together with a verbal report, was submitted 
by the Rev T.D. Gribben:
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Moved by the Rev T.D. Gribben, seconded by the Rev N.A.L. Cameron, 
and agreed:
1.	 That the report of the Special Commission be received.

The Report of the COUNCIL FOR TRAINING IN MINISTRY resumed, 
having previously been formally submitted by the Clerk.

Moved by the Clerk, seconded by the Deputy Clerk, and agreed:
2.	 That the following applicants, their nominations having been 

sustained by the Council for Training in Ministry, be accepted as 
Students for the Ordained Ministry, and placed under the care of 
their Presbyteries:

Applicant 		  Presbytery
Mark Annett 		  Newry
Thomas Black 		  Coleraine and Limavady
Joanne Calvert 		  Ards
Alan Hanna 		  Newry
Ben Kirkwood 		  East Belfast
Josh Lowry 		  Coleraine and Limavady
Peter Macmillan 		 East Belfast
Robert McClughan 	 Iveagh

4. 	 That the following pathways be approved:
(a)	 Alan Hanna

i. 	 Make application for an MTh in Reformed Theology. 
ii. 	 Complete the remaining CTM modules in order to 

satisfy General Assembly requirements:
 	 (audit = class attendance and participation with 

assessment covered in the MTh)
•  Johannine Intensive
•  Reformation History seminars (audit)
•  Irish Church History
•  The Great Tradition (audit)
•  Theology for Ministry (audit)
•  Ethics and Apologetics
•  Homiletics 1 and 2
•  Leading Worship
•  Pastoral Care and Reflective Practice 1 and 2
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•  Missional Church 
•  Missiology
•  Christian Education and Disciplemaking
•  Church and Ministry Leadership 
•  Presentation Skills
•  Relational Skills

iii.	 Complete the regular summer placements and a 
26-month full-time assistantship in order to expand 
understanding of the work and witness within PCI.

(b) 	Robert McClughan
i.	 Complete full-time three-year study pathway and 

associated summer and full-time placements.
ii.	 Exposure to a range of ministry settings in order to 

experience a breadth of ministry within PCI during his 
training.

(c)	 Mark Annett:
i. 	 Commence Union Theological College in September 

2024 to complete a 3-year training pathway fulfilling all 
CTM requirements.

ii. 	 Complete a two-year, full-time assistantship leading to 
eligibility for call on 1 September 2029.

 (d)	 Josh Lowry:
i. 	 Commence Union Theological College in September 

2024 to complete a 4-year training pathway, to include 
a foundation year, followed by 3 years fulfilling all CTM 
requirements.

ii. 	 Complete a two-year, full-time assistantship leading to 
eligibility for call on 1 September 2030.

5. 	 That the pathway of Mr Tom Finnegan be terminated.

	 DISSENT
	 Dissent to the decision on Resolution 5 was recorded by the 

following:
			   Susan Moore	 Ruth Patterson	 Katherine Meyer

6. 	 That the Report of the Council for Training in Ministry be received.
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In Public

Section 5 of the report of the GENERAL COUNCIL (Reports p72–100) 
along with Resolutions 23–27 (Reports p285), was submitted by Mr David 
Thomson, along with the following Supplementary Report, and additional 
Resolution 26(a) (Supplementary Reports pS16):

Financial Statements for 2023
1.	 The Support Services Committee reviewed the financial statements for 

2023 and recommended to the General Council that they be approved. 
The General Council approved the accounts at its meeting on 24 May. 

2.	 Total income in 2023 was slightly down from £28,299,624 in 2022 
to £28,237,248 in 2023, although income from congregational 
assessments was up from £6,043,153 to £6,180,501. However, 
overall expenditure increased by 10% from £29,821,326 in 2022 to 
£32,782,829 in 2023. Therefore, there was a deficit (before various 
accounting adjustments) in 2023 of £4,853,338 compared to a deficit 
of £1,755,898 in 2022. The increased income from charitable activities 
was more than offset by the increased expenditure, primarily due to 
the CMI capital grant for the Maynooth Church development and the 
increase in Council for Social Witness operational costs in the year.

Actuarial valuation of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland Pension Scheme 
(2009)
3.	 Defined benefit pension schemes require a formal valuation every 

three years. The last valuation was at December 2020 and the General 
Assembly was advised of the outcome in October 2021. The General 
Assembly agreed that the employer contribution rate should remain 
at the rate of 24% until the next valuation of the scheme as at 31 
December 2023.

4.	 The trustees of the pension scheme received the preliminary results of 
the valuation at December 2023 in mid-May and have shared these 
with the Support Services Committee. This shows that the scheme is in 
surplus and there should be no reason to increase contribution rates. 
There is the possibility of perhaps reducing the contribution rate, but 
that will depend on discussions between the trustees and the Support 
Services Committee, acting on behalf of the Church, as employer. There 
is some further work to be carried out, as well as consultations with the 
trustees, and therefore it is not possible to provide the final position in 
this report. It is proposed that the General Council is given permission 
to approve any change to contribution rates.

DAVID THOMSON

Moved by Mr David Thomson, seconded by Mr Martin Hampton, 
and agreed:
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23.	 That the Appeal and Grants for 2025 be as set out in the report of 
the United Appeal Committee, pages 72–78.

24.	 That for 2024, the Assessments Rates, along with the related 
allocation of funds, be as set out in Appendix 1 to the Report of 
the Support Services Committee (pages 82–83) and that the rate of 
assessment for the Pension Fund be set at 24% of stipend paid in 
the year. 

25.	 That the 2024 budgeted expenditure for the Incidental Fund 
as set out in Appendix 3 to the Report of the Support Services 
Committee (pages 87–88) be approved. 

26.	 That under Par 223(3) of the Code, leave to retire pre-66 be 
granted for: 

• 	 Rev D.H. Gilpin (Moira), on or after 30 September 2024 
• 	 Rev T.P. McCullough (Townhill, Portglenone), on or after 31 

October 2024 
• 	 Rev J.G. Trueman (Banbridge Road, Dromore) on or after 

31 January 2025 
• 	 Rev C.J.C. McMullen (Bangor West), on or after 22 March 

2025 
• 	 Rev D.J. Kane (West, Ballymena), on or after 31 July 2025 
• 	 Rev N.A.L. Cameron (High Kirk), on or after 31 Aug 2025.

Additional Resolution 26(a)
26.(a) That the General Assembly delegate authority to the General 

Council to approve any change to the employer contribution rates 
to the PCI Pension Scheme.

27.	 That Section 5 of the report of the General Council be received.

OVERTURES: Currently on the Books (p280)

The resolutions as moved below, were tabled in the name of the Rev TD 
Gribben in the Reports to the General Assembly, p280.

A.	 General
The Overtures anent Par 72(i) of the Code, and Par 118(3) of the Code 
were submitted by Rev T.D. Gribben.

 Moved by Rev T.D. Gribben, seconded by Rev Dr T.D. Allen, and 
agreed:
1.	 That the Overture anent Par 72(i) of the Code, having lain on the 

books for one year, be enacted as the law of the Church. 
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B.	 Training in Ministry
	 The Overtures anent Par 118(3) of the Code were submitted by Rev 

T.D. Gribben.

Moved by Rev T.D. Gribben, seconded by Rev Dr T.D. Allen, and 
agreed:
2. 	 That the Overture anent Par 118(3) of the Code, having lain on 

the books for one year, be enacted as the law of the Church.

The Final Report of the GENERAL ASSEMBLY BUSINESS COMMITTEE, 
was submitted by the Rev TD Gribben as follows:

Final Report of the General Assembly Business Committee
The General Assembly Business Committee did not meet during the 
Assembly. 

	 Additional Resolutions
Moved by the Rev T.D. Gribben seconded by the Rev R.McM. Mackay 
and agreed:
28.	 That the Clerk be given authority to finalise the Minutes and 

attest.
29.	 That the next General Assembly be held in Belfast on Tuesday 10 

June 2025.
30.	 That the Final Report of the General Assembly Business Committee 

be received. 

The Moderator thanked: Miss Susan Hamilton and the staff of the General 
Secretary’s Department; Mr Raymond Robinson and all conferencing 
and reception staff; Mr Mark Neale and the staff in the Communications 
Department; Mr Ed Connolly (Presentations), Mr Steve McMurray, Mr 
John Willis and their teams (IT, audio, streaming); Mr Mark Smith (Press 
Officer); Mrs Florence McNeely (Accommodation Coordination); Mrs 
Avril Crawford (Catering Coordination); Mr Dave Whitcroft and musicians 
and singers; the stewards from the Belfast City Mission and others; the 
timekeepers; the Rev Mervyn Burnside (Arrangements Panel Convener) and 
the Rev Roy Mackay (General Assembly Business Committee Convener); 
his Chaplains; and the Rev Trevor Gribben (Clerk of the Assembly), the Rev 
Dr David Allen (Deputy Clerk).

Intermission

Members of Assembly participated in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, 
conducted by the Moderator. During worship the Memorial Roll of 
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Ministers deceased since the 2023 meeting of the General Assembly was 
submitted by the Rev T.J. Stothers, and the Assembly paid their customary 
tribute.

CLOSE OF ASSEMBLY

The Moderator declared the Assembly to be dissolved and convened the 
next Stated General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland to meet 
in Belfast, on Tuesday 10 June 2025 or, if necessary, on another suitable 
date that month.

The Moderator pronounced the Benediction.

The sederunt came to a close at 1pm.

Attested by
TREVOR D. GRIBBEN 

Clerk of Assembly
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STATISTICS
OF THE

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRELAND

PUBLISHED BY ORDER OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(b)	 Last year’s returns.
(c)	 Vacancy during whole or part year.
*	 Interim Session.
//	 Special arrangements by Linkage Commission.
+	 Church Extension Charge.
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50% of the allocation for 2025 has been based on contributing families and 50% on Assessable Income. 
Assessable Income for congregations in the Republic of Ireland has been converted to sterling as  
GB£1 – €1.1494

UNITED APPEAL COMMITTEE

ALLOCATION OF THE 2025 UNITED APPEAL TO PRESBYTERIES

Presbytery
Contributing 

Families
Assessable 

Income
United
Appeal

2023 2023 2025

Gross

£ £

Ards 5,246 4,136,969 300,082

Armagh 3,180 2,656,976 187,498

Ballymena 5,551 4,194,696 310,675

Belfast North 2,960 2,125,952 161,509

Belfast South 1,871 1,780,623 118,465

Belfast East 3,896 3,673,747 245,406

Carrickfergus 3,240 2,028,792 165,605

Coleraine and Limavady 4,130 3,007,081 226,879

Derry and Donegall 4,011 2,220,634 194,106

Down 3,257 2,017,288 165,643

Dromore 3,546 2,647,159 197,245

Dublin and Munster 1,060 1,874,884 99,586

Iveagh 2,865 1,890,029 150,038

Monaghan 1,036 927,879 63,419

Newry 2,434 1,513,368 124,006

Omagh 2,934 1,806,679 148,820

Route 2,684 1,662,966 136,523

Templepatrick 3,009 1,853,489 152,648

Tyrone 2,793 1,991,317 151,847

59,703 44,010,528 3,300,000
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ASSESSMENTS ON CHURCH EXTENSION CHARGES – 2024

		  Assessable
Church	 Building	 Income	 Stipend	 CMF	 Ch. Ext.	 HM	 Total
	 £	 £	 £	 £	 £	 £	 £
Taughmonagh	 –	 14,083	 342*	 2,112	 1,408	 845	 4,707
			   30%	 15%	 10%	 6%

         * Minister retired 31/012024
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ECCLESIASTICAL CHANGES, ETC
Reported by Presbyteries in – 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
(Occurrences during the year)
MINISTERS AND LICENTIATES
Licensed 13 7 6 4 5 11 5
Ordained 16 14 17 4 9 4 6
Installed and Inducted 38 33 31 15 28 23 20
Resigned 21 20 15 14 12 17 18
Released 2 2 – 1 – – –
Loosed – – – 2 – – –
Retired 14 11 15 11 10 11 15
Retired Ministers Released 12 7 6 1 3 23 21
Died 13 8 7 19 10 11 5

GLOBAL MISSION WORKERS*
Commissioned 2 2 2 – – –
Resigned 3 2 – 1 3 3

DEACONESSES
Commissioned 1 – 3 1 1 –
Inducted 1 – 3 – – –
Resigned 1 – – – – 1
Retired 1 2 1 1 – –
No longer under care 1 – – – – –

AUXILIARY MINISTERS
Commissioned 1 – – – – –

(Totals under the care of Presbytery)
Ministers without charge 36 34 29 29 30 26 27
Licentiates 35 28 20 17 10 17 13
Transferring Ministers – 1 3 4 4 2 3
Students 18 14 13 22 29 21 19
Deaconesses 1 3 – – – 1

* Global Mission Workers figures do not include those who are Ministers

FORM OF BEQUEST TO THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
______________

I HEREBY GIVE AND BEQUEATH TO THE General Secretary for the time being of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, whose receipt for the same shall be a sufficient discharge, 
the sum of £…………… upon trust to be applied by such General Secretary toward the 
………………………… (here state the Mission, Central Ministry, or other Fund, to be 
benefited) of the General Assembly; and I direct that the said legacy be paid out of my 
personal estate; and free from any deduction on account of any legacy duty, or other tax 
whatever.
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